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Abstract

The construction "N zhong de N" is widely present in Chinese, with the structural form “N1 zhong de
N2”, typically indicating that N2 is a component or a specific category of N1. This paper explores the
metonymic rationale of the “N zhong de N” construction from the perspective of cognitive linguistics.
Through analysis, it is found that the formation of this construction relies on the metonymic mech-
anism, where semantic extension is achieved by substituting entities for properties. Specifically, N1
serves as the whole or category, while N2, through metonymy, refers to a certain property within it.
This metonymic relationship not only reflects the categorization process in human cognition but
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also demonstrates the economy and flexibility of language. Through corpus analysis, this paper fur-
ther validates the metonymic cognitive basis of the “N zhong de N” construction and highlights its
widespread application in everyday language and the universality of its cognitive rationale.
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