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Abstract

This study is based on Vygotsky'’s socio-cultural theory and discusses the current status of English
proficiency among Korean students in Yanbian region. Through a comprehensive analysis of exist-
ing research, it identifies the opportunities and challenges faced by ethnic minorities in China dur-
ing the English learning stage. In response to the challenges they face, this study explores the causes
that affect the English proficiency of the Korean ethnic group. It is found that the Korean ethnic
group in Yanbian area is often influenced by their trilingual background, with Korean as their
mother tongue and Northeastern dialect as their second language. They often incorporate the
unique intonation of the Korean ethnic group or Northeastern accent into their English learning. In
addition, the teaching staff is relatively weak, resulting in some schools having teachers who are not
English majors, and classroom teaching is mainly focused on imparting knowledge, with less inter-
action between teachers and students. At the same time, influenced by regional culture, Korean stu-
dents still use Korean language more frequently in their daily lives, with fewer scenes of using Eng-
lish and limited understanding of English culture. This may lead to a lack of cross-cultural aware-
ness in their learning process and difficulty in improving the quality of English learning. To address
this phenomenon, providing teaching suggestions and improvement proposals from the perspec-
tive of socio-cultural theory to enhance the English proficiency of ethnic minorities is beneficial for
providing reference and inspiration for the development of English education for ethnic minorities.
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