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Abstract

Based on the multimodal theory of Kress and van Leeuwen, this study explores the construction of
urban multimodal discourse in Liupanshui, Guizhou, a city born out of “Sanxian” (also known as the
“Third-Front” Movement). Administrators of Liupanshui (i.e., the government or “rhetoricians”) has
chosen the “Sanxian” discourse and tried to communicate it to the audience in their attempt to define
the city. Having developed in a unique context of culture and situation, this discourse consists of com-
municative intention (propaganda and education), agents (the decision makers, executors and partic-
ipants) of “Sanxian”, as well as its interpretation and evaluation. In constructing the discourse, the
designers chosen the modalities of buildings, sculptures, murals, objects, texts and pictures, and by
exploiting their “affordances”, have configured them into individual or compound urban landscapes.
By selecting materials the most accessible and familiar to the audience including steel, rock, popular
phrases, primary colors like black and red, and physical objects used and manufactured during “San-
xian”, and by making use of the “provenance” and “experiential meaning potentials” of these entities,
the producers then scattered or clustered the “Sanxian” semiotic products in highway service areas,
urban landmarks, museums and the culture corridor. While successful in communicating the “Sanxian”
discourse, distribution was also hindered to a certain extent due to the quality of the semiotic re-
sources themselves. Besides, semiotic products dispersed in the culture corridor, while realizing the
“Liangdu as a Tourist Destination” discourse, are incoherent with the “Sanxian” entities in either lay-
out or configuration and thus cause disunity. This disconnection is a suggestion of gaps and inconsist-
encies in the design of the “rhetoricians”, who somehow failed to effectively integrate the two dis-
courses during urban transformation of Liupanshui.
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Figure 1. Guizhou “Sanxian” museum—main exhibition hall
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Figure 2. A lathe in Guizhou “Sanxian” museum
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Figure 3. Guizhou “Sanxian” museum—coal mining
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Figure 4. “Sanxian” culture corridor—starting point
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Figure 5. A container house in “Sanxian” culture corridor
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Figure 6. “Sanxian” culture corridor—Dong Jie
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Figure 7. Leaders outside “Sanxian” museum
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Figure 8. Star and flames
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Figure 9. Workers at highway service centre
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Figure 10. A bench made of rock pieces
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Figure 11. Coal sprinkling hands
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Figure 12. An iron-stitched coal miner
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Figure 13. “Sanxian” workers
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Figure 14. Pressure gauge in a garden
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Figure 15. Locomotive arriving at Guanzhai station
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Figure 16. A miniature train on a railing
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Figure 17. A catalogue kept in “Sanxian”
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3.3.5. BR#MCF

T =27 B ER K2R “ =487 WO E SRR, Bl TR, AR, Bz
B TR (FaER), POl Eagi, 9SNNS E TIES, ZhRA6, LRk, §
PR Z BN AR, BUFH S T “ =47 B OB (B 19~21). CFREKBR MR, 8
EHEEF, ARFRERE “ =47 &, ARURE TS IE RN A AR, AR TR
E. PPi. Hr, XSz B A b B b ) HORSZ A B IR A SR TN —
B EERE ERAREE 22), ARG T @8 518, B EEE BT B AR, AL,
A slBE LI AT BT, T RGO E DR AR B, Rk “BE” FBE, RiF
T BE SR B R A e 13

ey
§

Figure 19. An old photo
B 19. —skERRA

Figure 20. A slogan on a wall
[ 20. 5 ERYARIE
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Figure 21. An old photo
21. —kERRA

BT S

L TR TR <

Figure 22. A slogan on a flower bed
22. 1E3n FHFRIE

34. “=8” EBET

REZHLI “ =47 EEIRES . 55 7R Y RSN 24 R R, Wiy, M. sed
&, B VISR ONFE R EEAA, e FRRE SO, EAISOE TR R, SRR, B8 T e, A
HLEAS B I R Bt AR PR I AMEREAHE T, FORAT RN A2 BIBEAS . IE QIR AT, WRATE N
—Fp WA, AR frE. AJLREMSEEE A, BTREIE BB A A X K E B
R AR B R, (BECAF TR AR A, ARG TS S AT R B 2] =4k
TG HANERS RS, WG R CEEMAENEKITH 7Y f—Se2d 5% &5, DR RSOAR Jit R 1 % $% Y
WS, ARFEECONBEE . XFE—OR, SEEL =287 RB IR 2555 VIR B i 2 A S TR S A
CopEr R,  “Z4R7 IHIBEE SR A RRE I E HOE AR . B SRR 23) R REAT, 2
IR LR R G S H AT 5 TR AR 2 PTG, 25 32 AT R B SEAR K IR AT A an i sy . 28
RS20 P2 e X0 “ =287 EEEN K — 1 RR.

HAARKHE AN
ARRKTHNTR
PRARKERTARE

Figure 23. A handbook on “Sanxian”
B 23. “ZZER” HLIER
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4. BIREUTHIEIE
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PR oRis ten, 2 AR RSN S SRR SEIUA R A5 T8 ? 2 75 75 B AE 25 A) X AN R i 15 T X
SrRRITY S, CATRERET. R BT PIAANFETE, 2R DU R Mo A R B PSSR B
B 1A A I ? XL A U AR B AN, AT BE BB S D B R AL RS RIBRZ E BUSE 0L, i
T 8 A R IR 2 0

“ B BT A R R AN R Tl DA K Bt ELBR BR R OTIEAT R T N AR T A FR AR, R
7 VLR BAR T ORR A TBUREINEK T . #EN =107 A, NEAKOT IR A T Rl f
ik, KRB RN AGREOL SR 2019 4F, ANEKSRIL I B4 B 58 e ML T T RS
D<o PR T IR AL A AR ST R Bt R ST S B AR, PR T AR RN K I 55— Nk
WEE—— “EERIRI . WA —— IR Z D K .

“OHES R AR RR R R, ONEUKEAETIE DY R R I AT R AR A R R B H AR
TR EACONBUR ORI T SRR 28, RN BB LKS IR, mRNESE
MEERRE, LB EA HHUIRSI E2iE, 2B kR IERSSEI. ANEAKM
CEET BN REVRI T e O BRI T AN S, U =R ARERADN “ R A
VR, RO AT e 22 48 IR R B A% L1 B OR SRAL , T SEBLE RIS AN RT3 BT L 2 R FOt A 1
NG RERIES . BEEE . SeaE, BAMREIIS ATE. BEAh, dnar e piis IR AN [R5 15 2 T8 R B, B
AN IEAE T A T A 1

Seert,  ZNALAKIB T I AL F R R IMEAE AT AR T L B (R N R I P, ERndE “ =4
ki B—seR ] “ =407 iE AR, BEmE bR SE, BONRIR. ERMUECE AR iR
PP AN BE I o IR ISR FOFT 5 it R S HEBOM BOA AR P IE, 45 32 AR GE BL AR AR (151 24 4 25). X
FEEEA DGR G TS LRSI, RIMBER T “ =207 IhER e B, G T AL TE R IR .

Figure 24. A mural realizing “Sanxian” discourse
24. FI =7 EIEREE

Figure 25. A mural realizing “Tourist City” discourse
25. LI “UmERHRNE” TEIERVEEE
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FAh, NEKUETE A A LA B R B AR S i %, e “ =47 UK LR
PETSOR HBCR D BRI A RERE, e . K. Bl s SRRSO WE R B, mREET. R
RS, HARR, BT ET =R A S G BRI AN, AR BERS i “ =47 @i, XU
BASERED, it “ =47 R “HARNEE " TR RO ST 2 KRR (K 26). T
A RS b, TR N R BT “ NIRRT (bR 15 2 2 70 A 20 11 ] 355 e A
T b, REFRETRER, BEEH, BRGNS ATER, HEM =27 GO MR IEAE S
(B 27y foeJa, FENEAKTZAITT N RBUR IR RAT 10 B A% RO B 2 IR, 30T i vE e f
HEGE T NEKIR IR GoKF L. RIGKIE . SEa@ B aeta, B 7TAE. B&. k. X7
GEE RS, NEAZL “19°CHRIER 360 FERENE " 0 m R AR ihE, mIFR
REEE “ =87 WS RO E LI 28).

Bor)ilhud, RN 1 TE RO A A B B RS B R, BNEUK B A IREIRE R “ =47
TR AR AR IR AR . JE TR SR, MR, REF 7S A /K T 18 S ) 38 A T Wi e LIS R
AT a5 Al I AE 2 T (0 A BRI B 00, B BERS ) A 2 2SR T 32 A ) — s R s A P 55

L

Figure 26. Statue of a Heze Man
26. IR

Figure 27. A slogan on columns

27. HF ERIFRIE

WA ASCRE 127 &R S EKIB RN R .
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Figure 28. A Frame from a Promotional Film by the Government of Liupanshui
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WM, (FHICRAW “=247 55, MEHEPXRWKERIIRIF AR, ST A EEEE MR
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