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Abstract

As a direct manifestation of rapid linguistic variation and evolution, internet buzzwords also serve
as sensitive indicators of shifting social ideologies and cultural dynamics. In contemporary contexts
of interpersonal communication and media dissemination, these expressions carry significant com-
municative value. Studying them not only helps to uncover the operational mechanisms of innova-
tion within the modern linguistic system, but also provides deeper insights into the value orienta-
tions of social groups within specific contexts. This paper focuses on the 2024 buzzword “hard con-
trol”, selected by Yao Wen Jiao Zi as one of the year’s most popular terms. Drawing on online corpus
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data and adopting the “Three-Plane Theory” framework of linguistic analysis, this study systemati-
cally examines the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic features of the term. Furthermore, it explores
the sociolinguistic factors driving its rapid popularization and wide dissemination.
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