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Abstract

This paper delves into the definition, morphological analysis, and pragmatic functions of the unique
linguistic phenomenon known as the comforting “very Az” construction. Unlike the conventional
“very A” structure, the comforting “very Az” carries a milder and more emotionally resonant tone
within specific contexts. Its primary purpose is not only to convey evaluative information but also
to show consideration for the listener’s emotions and uphold social harmony. The study meticu-
lously examines the constants and variables inherent in the “very Az” construction and identifies its
three key pragmatic functions along with the communicative settings in which it is employed. By
offering fresh insights into the nature of comforting speech acts in the Chinese language, the paper
underscores the pivotal role thatlanguage plays in emotional communication and social interaction.
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