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Abstract

Centered on the Cantonese practice in Lin Bai’s novel “Beiliu”, this paper explores the dual value of
dialect literature in breaking through the language power structure and reconstructing local cul-
tural identity. This article focuses on the creative application of Goulou Cantonese in “Beiliu”.
Through the method combining close text reading and cultural analysis, it reveals how it achieves a
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dual breakthrough in the language hierarchy system by leveraging the unique ideographic system
and aesthetic characteristics of dialects. At the level of language power, “Beiliu” not only breaks
through the hierarchical order dominated by Mandarin, but also reconstructs the discourse field in
the south by using the local expression of Goulou Cantonese. Moreover, it attempts to dismantle the
authentic usage norms within Cantonese by using the mixed use of Goulou Cantonese and Guangfu
Cantonese. In terms of reconstructing local cultural identity, “Beiliu” has constructed a common im-
agination that transcends regional limitations by activating local experiences and collective memo-
ries. The practice of the Cantonese dialect in the novel transcends the realm of literary techniques.
It is not only a display of regional characteristics but also a profound expression of the demand for
cultural autonomy.
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PAnSORUE “ TR 2R e, T RIREN, ANFETEAT, TR NE, AT NG, NEHETIE, LA
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