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Abstract

This article combines sentences from the CCL and BCC corpora regarding the discourse marker
“laughing to death” and analyzes it from three aspects. The first aspect is that “laughing to death” is
a characteristic of discourse markers, mainly reflected in its independence, which can be used at
the beginning, middle, and end of the sentence, with pauses before and after; has non truth value
and does not increase the proposition content that the sentence wants to display; it can regulate
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verbal communication behavior. The second aspect is the discourse function of “laughing to death”.
From the perspective of discourse construction function, it is mainly used for topic marking and
contrast marking, and from the perspective of communicative interaction function, it is mainly used
to establish cognition and enhance discourse power. The third aspect is a reflection on the conclu-
sions of previous scholars, and has recently extracted the discourse function of “plain narration +
laughing to death = bitter smile/ridicule” produced by the combination of “laughing to death” in
long-term use.
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