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Abstract

“Less than” is mainly used as a conjunction, verb, and adverb in modern Chinese. Combined with the
CCL corpus, the lexicalization process, motivation, and mechanism of “less than” are analyzed from
the perspectives of lexical expansion and usage evolution, and it is found that “less than” first ap-
peared in the pre-Qin period, and derived the meanings of “not listening to, not obeying” and “not
complying with”. The results found that: “less than” first appeared in the pre-Qin period, and de-
rived the meaning of “not listening to, not abiding by”; “less than” appeared as a verb in the Western
Han period, and derived the comparative meaning in this period, but it still did not become a word;
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“less than” began to be used as a conjunction in the Tang dynasty, and the lexicalization process was
completed. The process of lexicalization was completed. In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the lexical-
ization of “less than” reached maturity with the increasing frequency of its use. It is found that the
lexicalization process of “less than” is closely related to semantic generalization, syntactic position,
and usage frequency.
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