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Abstract

In Modern Chinese, the verb-object constructions “chi/he + X”, formed by the high-frequency tran-
sitive verbs “chi” (to eat) and “he” (to drink), exhibit remarkable productivity and usage frequency,
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constituting a crucial linguistic focus in teaching Chinese as a second language. Based on corpus
linguistics methodology, this study systematically examines the “chi/he + X” constructions. Through
comparative analysis, it investigates the object selection mechanisms of “chi” and “he”, explores
their commonalities and differences in object-taking capacity, and conducts a focused contrastive
analysis of object neutralization from cognitive-semantic perspectives to reveal the underlying cog-
nitive motivations.
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Table 1. Analysis of semantic extension types and cognitive mechanisms for the Chinese verb “chi”
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Table 2. Analysis of the hierarchical structure and synchronic distribution of senses for the Chinese verb “he” (to drink)
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Table 3. Cognitive mechanisms and corpus distribution of verbs “chi/he” with non-canonical objects
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Table 4. Semantic analysis of “chi (eat) + concrete objects”
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Table 5. Analysis of the verb-object construction integration hierarchy
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Figure 1. Comparison between liquid and solid medications
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Table 6. Qualia feature coercion and semantic networks
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Table 7. Cognitive operational mechanisms of the neutralization phenomenon
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