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Abstract

Chinese characters represent a unique writing system in the world. However, their distinctive value
and role in international Chinese language education have not been sufficiently realized. With the
growing global demand for Chinese language acquisition, the article builds upon the “Zi-centered”
teaching methodology originally proposed by Mr. Bellassen. It integrates relevant theories from
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Chinese character structural analysis, focusing specifically on the modern forms and their inherent
semantic motivation. The study targets Huiyi Characters, the most representative category within Chi-
nese characters conceived as “semantically motivated graphs”. Based on that, this article further clar-
ifies the conceptual scope of Huiyi Characters and establishes definitive identification criteria. It ex-
haustively identifies and analyzes 186 Huiyi Characters listed in the “International Chinese Education
Chinese Level Standard”, delving deeply into the syntactic structural information they encode. Simul-
taneously, based on the forms of their semantic motivation expression, the identified Huiyi Characters
are categorized into four structural types: Juxtapositional Structure, Modificational Structure, Sub-
ject-Predicate Structure, Verb-Object Structure. The inherent structural parallelism between Chinese
characters, words, phrases, and sentences presents unique instructional opportunities, Huiyi charac-
ters serve as anchor points to generate a series of words, phrases, and sentences exhibiting identical
structural patterns. This approach forms a coherent Chinese teaching methodology progressing sys-
tematically from characters to words, phrases, and sentences. Thus, the aims to initiate instruction
from the Chinese characters, reveal underlying patterns of the Chinese language, stimulate learner
interest, tackle the challenges associated with character learning, and provide novel perspectives for
international Chinese education.
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Figure 1. Thinking map of juxtapositional structure Huiyi character “B” in “Huiyi characters to Chinese
language” teaching method
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Figure 2. Thinking map of modificational structure Huiyi character “y=” in “Huiyi characters to Chinese language” teaching
method
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Figure 4. Thinking map of verb-object structure Huiyi character “5” in “Huiyi charac-
ters to Chinese language” teaching method
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