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Abstract

By systematically integrating synergistic effects of linguistic modality and non-linguistic modality,
this study, taking formal level under synthetic theoretical framework for multimodal discourse
analysis and five categories of illocutionary act theory as theoretical basis, self-constructs corpus
and adopts a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods. It analyzes the irony illocution-
ary act of Sheldon, the protagonist of The Big Bang Theory, aiming to explore the characterization
shaped by multimodal resources. It is found that: 1) Sheldon’s irony illocutionary act is primarily
embodied in representative; 2) Linguistic modality, visual modality, and auditory modality jointly
shape Sheldon’s typical characterization of “high 1Q and low EQ”; 3) linguistic modality plays a
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dominant role.
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1. 5|

PERN—F “LASEN BRI Z AR [1], B 1947 FF i HR S SRR e m (B « JUAEE )
FESC [ T DK, 557 5 R A R — M SRR T . 15 SRR AT 3 5t . BESKR SRR N AINMESR
Bl, N FEHNERAEAR R ERECR . ) E AR 5 A S R (RS RMEKED (The Big Bang
Theory) th 3¢ [ BHME LLXE) FE A FIHEL, Fs A 08 « IR FEAR U /K » PR BRI — My (0 2 OBRAG L 3e2
SRR S E AR

SRR R AR ST R —[2], B 1 e i BB 135 I i 75 2 S YRR g BR AR
PRITH 58 22 2738 MR T2 LA DO AR 8 18 2 T e BRBCR B SE B, SRR T 5 ] SCAR I S T SRS A2 70 4
B TSRS R A s B L o ERI0X — AWITE 5 (0 RS i BB AN TT G 18] SCA, - B AN T3 7
HLE, DRIMGIX — B — YL L 71 5 B R LT 28 5 2RI 2 RS TRARRAIE, X DA T FEDRE B /R X
L VRNV Y S NN

Kk, AHFITLL Searle [31H)F EAT AEIR N IICREA, @i | @ERE, B2 SRR T AT
ELANG.8, fEIKIERR[4]) 2 AL A IHTHEZE T IR Z T BAR T (ARG KRR 28— 20128 —Fh
PR E BTN, REEEILNYILGIENS], P RE 2 AR 7 A B AR 1 St R 1038
A, 2 F AT OB A R
2. BRTSIEESIR

RSB, PO, it % 2 UL, . KR A E . ISR T BN S IR
M2 SEBR[5]. £ 2 ST TE 2 M 5 T S - HOT T2 [H A 22 0 BB RIE B X L SEF MR . 1t
Ja S PARBOREE KR, ZRESTRE T3 7RI, BT 2 AHERAR[6], WMARGIIRETE
BEZWEEEIN . AR 5E SERASRE TR, HETE AN ZESTE P U 2SO T
T, KBEREIURE T RS EEE S .

[ Py B RN 2 RS TR TR OB FO RS A B, (R RS . TRAERR[A]4R tH 2 RESETE 2T LLR G Th RETR
BRSO AR, R IE SRS AARE SRS AN RERAE, JFR I 2B LSS0
PrAESE, Hh Rk 2T EIUR . 708 1B SRS RS E S Y . BRIAT 306 53 538 MAZAEZREAT 43 #7
WARBEERANTZPH 7], H 2R SR E LR, T RGUEEE 5 F I EEM R B 5 ES
WAz, BARAKRE, 1EEFSRRIRZ RS A g, ERHEMER, Wi, a2
A T RAFBIFE /I HZ[8], 7T AR BB IRE I BRGS0, E 2 T EfAe T, R,
FERCALRI T TRIAT T R o

SRR BRI BT FUR R R, JOH (ARE KENE) BT 745 T 2008 4, EEL R HIZEA
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BV T AR AT, A R T AL SR A SR A SC IR B 18 S5 2 B IR I L
TEHAER, (B 1) T 5 1] S AR AT BB HEAT M7, 0 BB M S A B b . BEE I TR
FHEANERRIRE SHESAEN S F BT VP M EZ RN . SHEFET NN T 51817
N FEALET T ELSE R AR S AT N AORS RL

3. ARAZ*
3.1. MARIER

CAFERBRIEY JEE+ 228, 27945, RREERTIRZN 21 % 7045 58 RilA R A3 A A THI I A €
i AR A, MRS RILE e R REE[9], R CAETERIRIED Kl R M g Az “Smart
is the new sexy” [ 3L RUARFK[10], IS 2 — RS — FdVidt v g B, R Ih R i R fibs S M (. B
FERIGERFEBG  HE 785 R A KA i o AN R A PR B, 5 S0 RIS 1 A C e e 1)

NRFTEAT RIS IEERLE B AT T2, BLAT 2= AGEE L 52 75 (Laugh Track) B K i v Z I, b
FEMREUS NG TEAT N, WIETERLZE, 384T 377 ZK18H .
32. fiRIR

AW FAT H 2 AR TR ELANG.8 Suih it /R S A 5 15 7 & MRS Hh B2 545 B I H A0
ELANS6.8 (EUDICO Linguistic Annotator) & — > F T-ic s B AR AR Ry B TR, A 38 R R JG B il 3t 61
BERE, WAREREB TR, ORI & 7R i i) LA, JFE B, "JLILUE
RGN T AT SN 7T . RN BL A ELANG.8 BAF{EH ) VLC Media Player 7] LI A ) & 4 1247 R
B, SEEUARIT BRE R E S AT

ME BRI, B EEIEIELSRE M ITER T REEHI S WA 2 ES AL
LA R, KB SR EEZBFiEMR, Tt B XA Ed A SN, B XNm e, mH
T FHAMBA RS . AR KA TAERE, EEMET AL o 205 2 20T AH
RIER B AT 2 A, HhiE 5L, Searle K TR F BT NEIR NS, 3G HIAME
(Representative). fi54 % (Directives). 7K (Commissive). ik (Expressive) fl'E 5 14 (Declarative); Ffr
0 OVE W /R0 16 75 & () & A AT, AR5 SRR AR . TR, . T A IR R fk R A
ik, BARGISE B WK 1R,

Table 1. Shelon’s irony illocutionary act coding

F 1 HREURINS BT AmBR

B BEUR KL ity
FIEAT N - MR SPR
FIEAT N - 84k SPDI
EEEX FIEAT N - AT SPC
FIEAT N - RiBME SPE
FiBAT N - 55N SPDE
- B ARI

W7 7 2
P - ARS
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R
¥ VC
. Tl 17 VF
M _ Ve
R b 2 ik VE

33. MIRIE
AW CEWmKRBIE) 55— 00, {58 VLC Meida Player X085 H ) & A3k 47 1 5,
DABESL R PR R SONS IR, MR B8 TR BUSOR E 18T, /N i8R
FEHFH ELANG.8 T HBE47 BARHTHET, A4/ NAGERLEE o (AR & 4503 700 N s AR 2K B S R &
TEAT DA INET ) “ BRI A R, SRR N CR7 et in g 2 P RIS SR JE xt
377 SKARHIEATHRIE S 25
Table 2. Coding of “layer types” and “layers”
F2. “BEE” 5 B’ wER
JET (GhS) JZ(EnTd)
S-R

S-DI
SP S-C
S-E
S-DE

A-l
AR
A-S

V-C

V-F
VF

V-G

V-E

3.4. WEIERE

AHF IR H e B A TS G 71, e ELANG.8 SRAE B Z AR A, 1AM BELL R =4
7] 23«

(1) BRGSO E AT N B E R RAT 42

(2) BB SRS, RS W B S IR IEIE 1R A TR RARHIE ?

(3) AT RIS AE W /R WY GG rhle 3 SR 2

4. WIREIRIN S EXE 54

NRGRICHRWUNFIRAT N T ZRR, BT ELANG.8 i 5 LA RERE, Xl /RS K 5 15
AT RBRRBAT BAGETT, WEk 3 k.

T
i

4
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Table 3. Sheldon’s irony illocutionary act (N = 377)
= 3. W/RWURINS BT AN = 377)

P R FiLw AR i B (%)
S-R 332 88.06%
S-DI 13 3.45%
S-C 0 0%
SpP
S-E 32 8.49%
S-DE 0 0%
&t 377 100%

HREENE, RIRE BT AEE SRR, X R R & SO S TEAT N 0 )5
Plo 28 SERENT, REWS L R SR DA Y s DLRIRAS, FLR R BV ABURE RIS RURN
ERAR, BORGNHE SGEWIE LLRIER R, AR S RN E BT . 1Ak, AR PEE IR
WS T AT N BCON 00 ZRIETERERIRFE X ARRAT M R, RYTE CAEAR KA BAT AT N
X35, LA, AR MRS RAASAT Y, TR AN E 2 AR A @ R, PR R O 452
TSI 1 1] 815 b AN J R L B A

4.1, ERMRINSEITA

MR EE B, R A R SR AT N o PR S 32 T 147 (88.06%), X — K ILE R L1 HI A HL
—EL R AR SRR R L RN o IR TR AT R AR R R S R DL AT A, A
A UEE R B, I BRI IR S KB 2 MR SRR M AR HE T, R 1 I 3 S U
B EA N R S A 1A 2 R TSR R T AR AR R .

%) 1: It tells us that you participate in the mass cultural delusion that the sun’s apparent position relative to arbitrarily

defined constellations at the time of your birth somehow affects your personality (S1E1).

FEB 1 v, ZR B REUH R BRI R SCILR SRR ARSS,  SE I RRI g 0 22 e 27 Ut ) 22 TE s
FHAE, JFRIE T EESE. ATLE MR UHE K RHE S S T RS, R TR AR S 2, R
RS

] 2: We don’t have a dolly, or lifting belts or any measurable upper-body strength (S1E2).

FEG] 2 v, BRI “i it + iRt BT, R A5 S SR IR AN A A XE DL IR ) 2B R
P b o WTUUR RS AR R EEAT TR E S, AOGE A AE” , RO IR
Yok o

42. RiSHRINSETH

FEW /RN S AT AT, RIEVE RN IEAT AR @R, (5 HON 8.49%. RikVETERIEH Xt
FAFFEMRIE B VEE B S OERES,  MRIENE RN AT BOATESE I, 32 2006 W 3 A AT D9 I S
MR, FIEAT N E S REARTE BN,  AATOAL A S K an i) 3 F (R e i 5 A e 1 5 4L 5 3 37
BE— G VARNLG] A T UKW IR [T, R BARBE AR L I D 0 TR, e A RHE R e A il
MIEIH TR, FRiEE X MPese R TR A, JRIL 7RI« 36 F 2 4R A Raa e " e, AR
W25 SR A URE T B AT o e -
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F it

%1 3: Oh, good lord. Why don’t you just take your clothes down to the river and beat them with a rock
(S2E1)?
43 HESHRINSETA

B ME RN IBAT A8 = B AR, b7 N 3.45%. F8 41 T RIA A B LT il & R,

(ER U 5 ARSA AT E . WAEF] 4 b, BUREBUREE FE 73R4 ARETRM. EOYBI/REUSA
BB, b B SRANE ATy, BHAEA SR, AT TR A T AR IR, R
W R 1EAT A BEAG B IE A 2 VR 8 o

18] 4: 1 hope that scratching post is for you (S1E3).

5. W/RIRIN SRS D

HNRGIR T FIRAE W R AN RIBE ER, 3T ELANG.8 Z RIS MRS, Xl R
GRS R AT B G i, B SRS S 23.41%, JRE SRS AT LS A AL 5 H 16.61%,
EAREHE 0L 4 o

Table 4. Modality resources in Sheldon’s irony illocutionary act (N = 1611)
= 4. WRBIR NS BT AZH(N = 1611)

AT RikE A K it E (%)
S-R 332 20.61%
S-DI 13 0.81%
SP s-C 0 0%
S-E 32 1.99%
S-DE 0 0%
A-l 163 10.12%
AR A-S 27 1.68%
V-C 361 22.41%
V-F 168 10.43%
v V-G 205 12.73%
V-E 310 19.24%

5.1. IrRiEs

M 4 Fa] DLE A S S B 5 oA 10.12%, R B 5T 2245 T, %) gk — R BRIk
PINLAREE, X 2 RN IEE R sz — “ER 7, MUl R —U)E T andeE, Bk
T K RFEEENR B BT, BT DATE B 2 B[] 0 R R i R 2 e S SO S B AT N . (EE R AR
EE N PRI, S REAREIATE S A, W 5 RRge A H ALY ROZ R G, B OA
2L H O, WRTHA G HE & B HAF R, FreAEE T geometry —ia], WA 5 &0
U 7 ORI, IX PP s A 18 B A R M RN F BT N SE R T A2 e, R ik T B3 ofE
NEFEEFR IS @ HAh, FBERSHET Y 1.68%, Hon 7 R scia R 2 iR e, Frilfe
A BNE B o P Y R G S AN R AT S, 82 Rt L R KT R 4R RE T - 72491 6 H )¢ anyone”
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ML T 0.8 PRz, FFEH “well” BEAT LR, UEWIIREUY 1R, AT TR, RKILRA AR
fbEsE a4, SR TR IR, S A A S 5

5] 5: Is it the geometry that makes it fun (S1E16)?

) 6: It’s surprising, because I generally don’t feel comfortable around, well, anyone (S2E15).
5.2. IR

A2 w] DA AR R AT BT A SR AR BEAT S PR, 4B A B i i AR . A3 AL LA
A HIE NIMREA R LIRS, RIEAYHPREMPER KL . 2EH MBSt R R IE
A B G R WUE f H SON S 1R AT I AOAE, AERSE hsik 22.41%, 2 ut, Ef—0xiR
BIEAT KRR, RSN SAELSE EARIEAT TN S &, e R K AE Al T2, Haho
FeEM AN R e BT, BoR TR EUAR BT R IR . FL Tl B R XK R A
B R R, B S RAE, R RERHHRE, REAYESIRE. HhaiTik
R R B R R Db 2 —, TR U RPN IR —, BRSO T ML A 1 R e
LA RBOH XSS, (25— J7 R R 1 R WU 2 35 vhond R U A B P P B A

AR, AR T F R R DU IR A LAE R b o B D, 7305008 10.43% A1 19.24%, 2 ILARE
BUEE, WKW T SR A AR XA, e RIA H QiR IRIZ )G, U R B0 A,
DURHERERAT, el T ABAEA AL H A A B RMA B 7E. BRI IR LS W BB E, H2E
I TAE VTGN AT, AR SRR R . IXEERHIE— s T “HAHLas N7 KMER g, 1§
ST LARKT A RO R R R

5.3. ZAREWHE

) 7: Itis the juxtaposition of the high-tech nature of space exploration against the banality of a malfunctioning toilet.
That provides the comic fodder here (S2E22).

I LL BT, T LU RS IR VAT PR T SRS, I SRR R O PRI B
DLFCARNT 3 WS4V 2 4, SIS 1 ) P B RSB R AT R, 0t 7 SR ) 2 46
BEAMOBIT, G400 7 KRR, WURBIFA K + R T, FLEVH “BLEAEIE” , A%
AL RN ERE B B B L WUREHER T MR R IAE AT, ik A ST R A
WO S A SEITIARPEIRIR A MR R L T AT RO R A, R R R B G F
X o MBS T, SVRERETR AR + A T L G5, 78 T LR HLAS A ENTE: BEst,
VR U g T ROCBR R 5 AT IS, IR B R T — S ISl ZENTREAES T, MR L
R YR, R T ANTEAT IS R (48, e = R 3 R PR SR BLSHR U B PG 7 1
HEAHLEBA 5B
6. B4R

ACVATRE AT B BEAL, e (AT RBRAED 5 —Z AN SR RS N 5 1R AT N T 7T
TERL 12 2 BSER A M HESL B3RS 2 TN 15 5 B A ARTE S RS 70 AT 1 B 047, 45 H = UL
1) R 4 {8 1 1 SN TR AT O, IER ZIBR AL R TE T R 16 b, SR B2 AL
RIETT AR T R B R EAEAIS” FAMER . 2) BRSO S AT 9 R S 32 2 T F RS
(P TR AE BSOS TR AT )~ W B 28 (5 17 JE A T ) R D A 8 (PR R B A 1 5 AT R 1), IR e AL )
BRI TR BUE R IEGR . R ARG R LA N B 3) MIREAMIIE R R DA S RS
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NEZ, HCLHARARE SO F € R .

AT e E R AE VR ARG R R R, DRI 2 B TRE  Hr ES AR
R ERPERIE, FE M2 E AT VBRI R, (HEU EEEPAES . M5 =M
T, X ZRESZRE D HTHESR T R HAt 2 R oG, WSOz BRSO TN A R, BT
FEARXTWr SIS T BB AT SEANEU R 7y, DIROR AT DA AT e LAl | T i3k — 2B 0F
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