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Abstract

As a representative form of local shuochang (spoken-sung) art in Guangxi, Guilin Yugu not only re-
lies on regional dialects and colloquial language to portray the lived experiences of ordinary people,
but also exhibits distinctive pragmatic features and mechanisms of identity construction through-
out the performance process. Grounded in theoretical frameworks from pragmatics and sociolin-
guistics—particularly face theory, politeness principles, and identity performance—this study ana-
lyzes classic Guilin Yugu scripts and live performance data. Focusing on pragmatic dimensions such
as forms of address, modulation of tone, use of satire and innuendo, and interactive politeness, the
paper explores how performers, through strategic language use, achieve flexible shifts among mul-
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tiple role identities and construct their performative self-image during the act of narration.
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