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Abstract

» o«

Based on the “Small Triangle” theory, this paper studies the Internet buzzword “X-gate”. “X-gate” is
a semi-figurative lexical construction, whose metrical form is mainly bisyllabic, with overall noun
characteristics, which can serve as subject, object and determiner, and can be used as an inde-
pendent single sentence. The formation of the compositional meaning of “group collection” con-
veyed by “X-gate” is closely related to the semantic deflation of the core component “door”. The
semantics of “gate” undergoes the process of “sect-faction-group distinction-camp identity”. The
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semantic evolution of “gate” also gives the lexical construction the pragmatic function of focaliza-
tion, i.e., to side-step “X” to trigger cognitive entry, and to convey users’ stance in order to form an
alliance. The popularity and spread of “X-gate” is the result of the network characteristic require-
ment of its expressive modality and the emotional drive of its virtual reality means, as well as the
herd mentality of its users and their search for group identity.
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Table 1. Statistics on “X-gates” and source word X-forms (partial)
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Figure 1. Semantic defuzzification of “door”
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