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Abstract

The color term “Qing” in Chinese and in Japanese covers a wide range of colors and is difficult to
correspond between the two languages. This essay focuses on a comparative analysis of the color
meanings of “Qing” in Chinese and in Japanese and holds that both can represent blue and green.
However, in modern Chinese, “Qing” tends to indicate green when used alone, while in Japanese, it
is more likely to represent blue. Moreover, due to differences in cultural environments, “Qing” may
have completely different color meanings in the two languages. The generation of color meaning
differences cannot ignore social factors.
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Figure 1. The semantic expansion diagram of the Japanese word “Qing” [16]
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Figure 2. The semantic expansion diagram of the Chinese word “Qing” [16]
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