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Abstract

This study employs the Prototype Theory and the mechanisms of metaphor and metonymy from cog-
nitive linguistics to conduct a systematic analysis of the characters under the “Ge” (X) radical in
Shuowen Jiezi. It reveals the cognitive principles underlying the formation and semantic evolution of
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these characters. Firstly, the research investigates the structural patterns of the “Ge” radical charac-
ters, uncovering the metaphorical and metonymic thinking embedded in their pictographic, ideo-
graphic, and pictophonetic compositions. Secondly, through a semantic classification of these charac-
ters, the study analyzes the meaning evolution of “Ge” () as a radical. This process demonstrates the
family resemblance and categorization within the framework of Prototype Theory.
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Figure 1. Metonymy contained in the configuration of the character “7%”
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Figure 2. Systematic operation of cognitive mechanisms in the semantic shift of “1E” from “Toe” to “Actor”
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Table 1. Metaphorical mapping from the source domain “Hunting” to the target domain “Military Action”
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