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Abstract

Pragmatic identity refers to the specific identity that individuals choose in particular communica-
tive contexts, where speakers aim to achieve goals, regulate, or consolidate interpersonal relation-
ships, among other purposes. Based on the Linguistic Adaptation Theory, this study examines the
operational mechanisms of pragmatic identity construction from the dimensions of variability and
negotiability, using the matchmaking discourse of Henan’s “Aunt Wang” as the corpus and employ-
ing qualitative analysis methods. The study analyzes how pragmatic identity dynamically adapts to
specific communicative situations. The findings reveal that Aunt Wang flexibly selects different
pragmatic identities (e.g., “kinship identity” “mediator identity” or “expert identity”) during the
matchmaking process, adjusting her linguistic strategies to meet the needs of both parties and ef-
fectively advance her matchmaking goals. The variability of identity allows her to adapt to different
contexts, while negotiability manifests as dynamic adjustments in discourse interaction to balance
power relations and interpersonal distance. The selection and construction of pragmatic identity
exhibit significant dynamic adaptability, directly influencing the success or failure of communica-
tion. Through strategic shifts in identity, the matchmaker not only achieves communicative inten-
tions but also maintains interpersonal relationships. This study provides empirical support for
pragmatic identity theory and offers new perspectives for discourse analysis and interpersonal
communication research.
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