Modern Linguistics BLAUHE £, 2025, 13(7), 631-639 Hans X
Published Online July 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.137751

ETCOCAIBRIERNAPerformAYi BEN
=21 (VR 11

S ]
WL RS A ERE = g, WL A

Wk H . 20254F5 300 A ER: 20254F7H 100 KA H: 20254F7H22H

HE

BRI TES %I EETRUERERT, ERERTESETENERR, T EBEMAETEIR
BT HFHHINA . FFFRUETCOCAEHE, Xt TahiAperform¥ fBE L EABITHHT . NIBEE. K
B, B XMW 58 G ik B performB T AT, WaRELZREMNER X . AR
W T REY B E SCRAL, 5 R AperformE B JUAREBLE:, ZiAFERE UHREBEGIT. BE.
BDECAR IR IUFRREL, HHARBLH DB DA X PSS X RIS — 5 % U &
THRIE X RAIES HFRESE,

K §Eia

¥ RENHEAL, Perform, COCAIERLE

Research on the Extended Unit of Meaning
of the Verb “Perform” Based on the COCA
Corpus

Ying Zhang

School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou Zhejiang

Received: May 30%, 2025; accepted: Jul. 10, 2025; published: Jul. 22", 2025

Abstract

Nowadays language learning can no longer remain at the surface level. It is necessary to explore the
underlying aspects of language so the extended meaning of unit can provide a new perspective for
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language learning. Based on the COCA corpus, this research focuses on the extended unit of meaning
of the verb “perform”. A detailed analysis of the verb “perform” is conducted from the aspects of
collocates, colligation, semantic preference and semantic prosody to reveal its diverse meanings
and collocations. This research discusses in detail the extended unit of meaning of this word. The
node word “perform” mainly has four types of colligations. Moreover, there are four kinds of seman-
tic preferences: action, play, attitude and function. And the main semantic prosody of this word is
positive and neutral. This research provides a reference for scholars to further use this word and
conduct related semantic research and language teaching.
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1. 5]

Firth T 20 tH40 50 FEACHEH T HLIEHE L, 155 %4 John McHardy Sinclair 78 L& B i ) 36 Al B Xt =
X7 AT TR ERE[L], SR TR R SCRALE, R R, SRR 1E U BLGE
B RA TR B, IX WA E TR XS B R E— IR B KBS AR I 7T, Hoh A (OO /) 518 X
PRI 2] 7 R AL RS 5 P AR B — S, 32 N T 2 A Ui R E F
W L RGOE 5 #0% . §R R SRS, TS SRR T Ia B A 5, 2% = U
VAT K, B FIRNETE BAAE  PRE S e AN A

WA EREE S 5% OGS MRS 78 e e 8dE, ASCNIET COCA i ERHE AT 3 i
perform HIF J& & AL HT . COCA TERHE & — /N RMBIE KL E, Wbt 2 M0, IR itttz 2 n
s EIATE L, i perform 2 —AN2 SR, EARRES ) BARE SUEAEA IAE, 15 EH]
Eed 2, FrCAASCHE T COCA 1ERLPEXT 3R perform BEATHTFT, LA g™ sidd], #RF Hy JE & SLBaf,
T BE8 R i 2 o) #Ad A S i 2 1 S il

2. I REXB#E

AT N AN 2 2B i D ol S8 T4 R B SCRAL W 7T, (HR AT TR SR VE s AR ], 7R BE b AT
] LML « John Sinclair X T4 Ji & SO FT I A 912 08 s S0t Fe it 5 0E 1 B Bk R, {8 3 HIE
BHEETE 5 A I 750 08 SGH - Hunston §8 X115 SCRIEHT RS, IOY e SCRALRZ IS R3] BN
Ay g (5%, 2002; @, 20030 RIBHE . i SUBTA BE SGRISFEAT TR FE[4] [5]. theTsf
B YRR SCRALBEAT R T, inskah te DU R L am B 5 N B BEAT 3 e i SO M 94T 1 TR X
T [6].

DU MR EHC . SRI6E, 38 U DL SGEIN T R RSO AT IR -

B R SCAARBA — AN LIS . BT e SCRLAAE R RIE, £ — MEEE A
TR BRI MRS B € TSR VE N ZhRE, toE TR ETHIE
TUE SCRNEERHIE . B2 R ESCRA PTG DB . SIS R m SR ALk B E R,
N A R SR KRR B A i 5 A 3] A 3BT AR B R 1)« Firth (1968) 1A ZEALEE — Al (1 [A] £

ik
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TR A

VAR e RS, A AT WA e R SO AR = rh R EE B (7] AR T 24 vh 45 O] A SR N R AT
PR SCRAL TS o, SERCTA SRR o E AT ST R, A6 A HE G TR Y i 2 A AR LU
AR B 51 FEE[4]. KHKH% (colligation) B P BEE VK J.R. Firth (1968)52 i, A\ A2 “fE
PR P EA VR (] (A FLOG AR s g A AT I ) T 5 SRR R 1 TEA S A BORIRVE R 4 (D
2 J& Sinclair (2003)Kf 1% & SCHEATHE— DB, SRIBCE AR AT DU R X Sk a5 W s A R € £ R 30
HRA B B F I, AT BREE 25 R AR 2 0] ) SR B B R [8]

FEAE F 22, A U A SCRI P MRS BB AHTE e A TR SR 2 W 1] 15 7E R 5 1 52 1) SO
FRFAE -

S A A AR T8 SO T, $R R RO AR TS SOZ B S5 HAATC 3Lk &, RIHA) TE A T 5
MR R BT SONE S BRI, QT R 48 A R SRR AIE . T SRR EE AR (3 A2 A 3L LR
Fo RUEEAERZ I LA S RO 5 R, BT S 6 P RIE AR BRHE . 1 G
PREL T RNC AT RERILIE,  Fi5 1R (0 /& B (19 H 1S (Sinclair, 1996) .

3. fAREItT
3.1 WssiElE

AT FCRIBITFT 8] LA -

1. Zlyial perform FFERCT A MRLE? DL BT SR BLAHEICA A A AR ?

2. TR GIAT, 1A perform BRI E A JLRIRAL?

3. 9 miin] perform FAMCIR] 115 SR 2 A4 LR AR AE T SRIJT A A% R ?

3.2. BRLKIR

AILHEET COCA BRI FEIT BT 7% . COCA B RHE & H i e KM R B kL E 2 —, A& 10 12
T BiEE 72RO, AFE S AN 24 RE L RgREE, FLURURI 7 25 VO R O, JE LA COCA
TERHZE AT LA 3R] perform #EAT VEAHKE 5 04 .

33. MIRFA*

A 5T LA Sinclair 4 & & SCEA AR R RESE

WFPIRAR: (1) H COCA Rk EEAS 2 17 sl perform & 26 X) T8 4870 A 347 53175
(2) HEEEE R N—4+4, $EECH perform [IHT 20 AN 5 & FE L 1A 5

(3) MATE IR FI4T HHBEHLEZEL 500 2% M AEFE 12 15 A 18] () SR I BRI 5

(4) ST r i perform (138 e 1] BT AR 3ILFR 18 SUABT D 5

(5) IR IR 73 & 514740 T perform [R5 X o

4. 5 17 Perform BB 54

TEVE & 50U, A mT DUR SR T S EAS [F) 1 B2 b AR AR B 5.l s S R
B RN TR N 15 S M 2RI ThRE, 5 B o8 0 B AR 0] T R IO LA 1 R

JBELTE COCA BRI R N\ perform, B LUFIFH: “chart” ThREAS HAZT AR B A s o, nse
1 ffw, 3l perform ££2% AR SCE 2 LI AU iy, I EL 7 LB 20%, 1 W% R0 ) IE AR B
B HUORAE RS 2 b DU s, TR/ UE . R R R DU 1A 2 rp A AT R R, X LR ST
A TR AR 2 2 e T i LR IE 2R BT B AR
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Table 1. Register distribution of “perform” in COCA corpus

%% 1. COCA ZBRIEErh perform BYIBIH %

I
%
B
FLAL LR
FiE
/i
A
B
AR E

B

Bk
4810
6371
2318
2743
1996
5967
5055
8821
38,081

==
12.63%
16.73%
6.09%
7.20%
5.24%
15.67%
13.27%
23.16%

100%

5. #iA Perform M3 BE N B D
5.1. EECIRASHr

FEHC A 75 Sl B E SRR, SRS A2 B RO A T U TR B, PR Y AL TS, AR
Bt 7T H B REE R RN, W SR E AR RS, — B0 5 RS s 8 y—4/+4 5-5/+5 HEH L.

TEA LMY, fE COCA BRIE R ZE T £UA “perform” , W EFEIE N-4/+4, &4 EHH AT 20

AR FREICE, Wk 2 P

Table 2. Top 20 collocates of perform in the COCA corpus

7 2. COCA &R} E=E R perform BYRT 20 MEE 1A

FE AL 1] TR
1 task 3063
2 analysis 2396
3 function 1952
4 test 1831
5 better 1755
6 student 1665
7 work 1598
8 duty 1573
9 service 1513
10 surgery 1292
11 procedure 1251
12 act 1197
13 music 1180
14 abortion 1117
15 song 1110
16 operation 1044
17 experiment 1013
18 action 836
19 activity 810
20 doctor 743
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TR A

I WEEL 2, AT RIET 20 MERCIE Y, B 7 HEF S 5 RIFEEL I better YRR, FLARER 2 44 i o

FERC T N A SRR AT LAy N =K 2K BB —38: BARSBUR SIS 4 ia], i BAk oyt a] B
R IUSRBAL T B VU R 44 17] 2 task. analysis. function. test, 1 £iid perform 5 ix L% e ia] (L 30 e e 1 ik
T TE R IR B AR B E AT S5 s M A S, X SR IR B T AR . WF SO ShRE S L AT, T HL
IS Zh ARG I ) Fak, SR T 3 perform B2 gl A T IE AR EL g &, X5 ESCrh 3|
(Z AR Bk 20 B 25 AR &, BT 20 perform B8 2 M IR R SR Y rh s 88 0% R BEE 4
YEMIZRI4247], 7E4¢ 2 B 20 DR FE A1 24, procedure. surgery. operation Il abortion iX J1 /M) 5 47
sUA perform BRI EEA BRI TR L 127 BB IB AT RAEREPAT BT, ARIL 1 78 BT B E BUI80% 7]
ER: BR=3K: 5ZRBI R REEA G 44 1A, a5 2 Wi act. music BL A song, 19 sid] perform 5
X — KA ] ) PEIC R Wi A E R 2R R 7 T R A, A RCEAEAN A R Sk 1 B S A o
G3HT 1 AU perform 5N [ R SE 44 18] IS TC vT LAAS AT R0IA] A A R 2 R BR T 5 — A

7 1A perform 5 @A A DABEATRE D, iR S 2 4 2 2 better, JEIEMEAET 20 2
JE B BC IR, T LI poorly A2 55 AR FE R iR o Fll i 32 B H RAZ 1 19 AR perform, 5 IER I MIIL S
%
5.2. KBS

COCA iERIE T, WA MZEST S HBENLIEEL 500 34T 08, A LLRFIENIA perform 7 COCA
TE R R 2RI 2 A YRS . PERFORM + NOUN, PERFORM +ADV, PERFORM +PRON, PER-
FORM + PREP (1. # 3).

Table 3. Colligation distribution of perform in COCA corpus
# 3. COCA IBRHEE perform HYZEEX$E N 15

e TREA EGIER
PERFORM + NOUN terms on doctors who perform abortions
PERFORM + ADV know people who did perform well
PERFORM + PREP on Fridays and perform at a high level
PERFORM + PRON incredible effort is required to perform it

Ty Ay miE] perform BOSRICHEESR AL, W] LUK I 3= B4 DY MK H: : PERFORM + PREP, PERFORM
+NOUN, PERFORM +PRON, PERFORM +ADV. 7£ PERFORM+PREP 411, perform JG%/ i M H 5
T, M4 15 . 910 perform at a high level ] DL K3 A& Zh 1 ) i & 8K F, perform on stage
KRR ZNE R 5. Kt PERFORM+PREP X Fh 4 44 T LU T RR B M it s 750, WAl % %55
PERFORM + ADV KB4, perform MbBf HAPEA & Wahin], JEHE:ERH T1E10Za0R, ks fEr 77
. HEEL L, SRIEBHERHRE. andE perform well F1 perform poorly H, Eili# well F1 poorly JHI=k4&
TRENAE I IF AR FE o B 2 AME A — Fh 2RI Y 0N : PERFORM + NOUN, 3X Fh 4t 74 24, 15 £ 1] perform
SN, R E N EREREE, B THRPITEANNE. EHEERENIT N, @8 258
) 2580 1) 44 R AT 4SO FH o 4501 perform surgery W] BLF Sk 26 RiZ #8300 4T TR IX —BI1EIT N .

oA R R I I ATUR R 1R 2 62 35 8 5 PERFORM + PRON, 75 3] perform Ji5 [ 24 R 4 Ay
Bil. KPR LU TR SR SOod s I Zh 7. RS BUHRERIAT . AN EE, R
RERS (A F B nfaivd, JF HAe s A .
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5.3. B EID

VB U ) & 3 e 7 SCRRAERIE A 2 ) — AN YR RE, RS D H RV O3S SURFAE, 32 @ ey
A 55 8 320 ) SR HE I HEAT 40 0T o e BE AL 500 &R BIATHEAT AT 2 5, AT AR IS A perform
FIIE UL 43 A7 G0 4 FT7R o

Table 4. Semantic preferences of perform in the COCA corpus
= 4. COCA iBRLEEH perform 1B X {i[e]

T R 1] A XA
tasks, duties, action KEATS)
role, function TSP e
perform music, dance W, EHE
well, poorly RIEBE

% 4 R T COCA iBERHZEhE)iA perform 38 XA > A, EEAFVYSE: REATH); (TR
Theg: W, WEULRIEEE, BLT 2Rl T 2560 04 .

1. REUATED

FEIXANE S ) 247, 2] perform = 45 L 1Al A tasks, duties, action 2%, FJA T perform 5 “3h
1T BB 1 e

%) 1: Atfirst | admire their confidence and ability to perform this task which | decided | would be poor at.

B 1 v, perform this task U A&3X — 38 BRI B EZER L, BBV “SEITIES” -
2. TSR T RE

5] 2: ...not have anyone else who is legally able to do perform this required function.

%1 2 v, perform this required function AISkEK /R “ATTLERTHRESIERTT” .
3. Wz
K15 A R, B perform i 225 2R AL play. music. dance &FiFAT AL .

) 3: Groups from 10 countries perform music and dance in their traditional costumes.

f5] 3 1, perform 5 music DL/ dance EATHEICL, RIEH “BEH . 37 BT LA

4. RIEHE

B)i perform %3 £ 55 —LLRI iAWl poorly, better SFHHTHAMIAIAEER L, LI perform {EiFHT
PR, X T B R ROR U5 AT A .

5] 4: A question remains as to why FHA students perform well in the annotating task even though their attitude toward

this task...

e 4 1, perform B85 well BlEE#HATHEEC, F T VP FHA S48 TAREAE S5 R .

Zd T LA L perform POFRFE SCHE A K434, 7T LUR BLBhiA perform (5 SCE SUBCAFE S, @I HT
BARMZR 5T R 15 2 perform ¥ 58 BT UM 4%, 3R I LA SO ) % Tk 48 F 2l 7] perform AT B 2L
B R AR AE B b AT AN % A R B
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5.4. BN ST

1B CBIFR B R TE 15 I 75 B 2 CERAE F IhRE, B Ui iE 2 1A s B I[9]. 18 SR E A =Fh: B
HR DL R o FEAHI 7T 2, B I BN [R) R BEHE 2 v (35 43 2R 51 AT X 9 A01A] perform fR3E SCRIIEAT 4
M2 5~7).

Table 5. Partial concordance lines in colligation of PERFORM + ADV
%% 5. PERFORM + ADV HIZB4&3511T

5 1] +ADV RIAT
well you can use them to perform well with others
better these earlier sites look like they perform better
perform poorly tends to perform poorly on high dimensional data
as perform as good as it looks
together You guys should perform together

Table 6. Partial concordance lines in colligation of PERFORM + NOUN
7% 6. PERFORM + NOUN MIZB4 &35 11T

5 1] +NOUN RIAT
abortions a single doctor authorized to perform abortions
tasks specially trained to do work or perform tasks
perform surgery

they know how to do is perform surgery

miracles Charlie could perform miracles

music built a midsize stage to perform music

Table 7. Partial concordance lines in colligation of PERFORM + PREP
% 7. PERFORM + PREP BRYEB & 51T

T L] +PREP RT
at seeing a rock legend perform at your school
in We could perform in the same unit
perform on get to perform on the Oscars
for employ an agent to perform for them
with

the human brain to perform with mastery

1. FRERE SGE
1E PERFORM + ADV 5 PERFORM + PREP R 2, FEIR4-1% 5 117 fid perform fE &2
s

5] 1: You guys should perform together.
18] 2: Do you remember seeing a rock legend perform at your school?

FEBIR) 1 P T RIA R R RN BRI, XA 21T k1A perform (TSGR R,
R 2 S8, Bilh) 2 24, perform 5403 at 510, RUISNE MR SR AR, BRI ViRt
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BEMEFER.
1E PERFORM + NOUN ZRBEE 2, #RIEAS R FIHEHC nT PAEAT 9 51 perform B4 R s AL E X
B EAR M. e 6 iz, 9 A perform T DAZEFSED tasks 2511, filG)a0 R -

5] 3: ...horses who have been specially trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an individual with a
disability...

%] 4: ...the only thing they know how to do is perform surgery.

I DL BN )R DA AL, Y RG] perform ZE G BE T AT DASR B E i SR AT 2 Bl R oK S8 R E
145 0] 3, BN 2 R APATAE S . Bilf) 4 BRI 7 18 B s an ] LA st g i PR . X
P8 o S5k R R AT 25 P BT 8 IR R (O St o TR RAE T AR B ATAE 25 145 858 24, perform (138 L
B YER), W TR SRR SE R

2. R MERE L

7t PERFORM+ADV &5 PERFORM+PREP Ik 1, FEH 45 117 siin] perform 35 L) 2
etk S

#] 5: You can use them to perform well with others.

%) 6: In 2011 we saw rookie quarterbacks perform at such a high level...

filf) 5 24, perform well RoRSMEPATRIRE:, 1 well B &4 536 perform, 1% i (8 SLH)
RN B5) 6 FTERIA M S RIEFTEBIFEE, BRI E L, Fik perform 75 Ak tH 42 5 U
Ho BT LLBHI4) 6 S 15) 2 BEAT ELEE, P 02T 2500 perform SR FI28B% . (H2 perform fiE S
AK—FE, 1% E B RF A0 J5 515 DAY R B .

7E PERFORM +NOUN &I 2, 4K TH AT DU AS R IR TC AT AREAT 7 03] perform (4 f i LA
(AT G IR N TSR N, T

f8] 7 First, you get to perform music that might not otherwise exist for your instrument.

18] 8: The group will perform songs from its latest project.

FEIXFESE T, perform & tHILAE ZARFIG: SRR, 2 Sl R n K, % 5 music. songs. dance %%
WHERC, fEBIR) 7 2, performmusic FoREZEE R, 4] 8 24, perform songs Ko ZE M . @
XA ), T LAY s perform TE UL FIE SRR AL, S a2 R B AR T8 s AT R T
WRILZEARVERIE 5] J3, [ SR R SR IBA B . Sz, 7 s perform FT-Fiiik & Mok 20 1 25
B, DR A AR PR

3. TR I S

&4, 7 PERFORM + ADV (2RI o, =% k1A perform fO1E SCRIA I AR IE 2 LA

%] 9: As a result, the student would perform poorly on the third-grade math assessment.

TEGIA) 9 2rh, 2 7E ARG B B0 2 DA RIRE . Ak perform (¥ U & W AR L, poorly i
B FH FA&4 perform, AE3k 7 40T FOVEAN ARG IR L0 % o BRI 7 30, BT LA 25 B AR
TR 5 B O R 0
6. 4518

AICHET COCA TE RN 5 i ia] perform BEATY R SCHAL T, B SelAT IR 2 il i i3 Al

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.137751 638 IARIE = 2


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.137751

AL LAAF RZ T 5 A B OE SRR R R, SRS AT LR 0T, B E COCA B RHE M i T I R 15 AT
20 AN R EAEACIE, FAARMEEJE i LA 25iA perform B4 IR EFIE M G 1A HHTIAT, Rk AhE
S ERIRBEAEH . IR NIFZEUY 500 2R 5147, 15175 AUATE COCA WHRHEH ) perform 34 Y
FRRALH R4, o PERFORM + ADV WU Ry 2 S5 X015 mii] perform E4T 15 SR 734, 1215
(5 AT R B DU RS AL SREUTSD: ATMIEMThAE: V. EEMUARESE. BE4da R hRq
AT TAZT R (5 S, SIS DA SORT AR (9 15 SR 3 AR e
2 L, 71 A0 perform 9 R SCRAL A3 BT RS 15 B ) K T g M B AR % ] LA PRV SURRAE

NI B8 B8 G A %], SRRy J s SO ASE A (1 3 FH T DAHE S 2 Ho a2, 3E— R R AR )
P = CRA

SE K
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