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Abstract

Based on a linguistic theoretical framework, this study conducts a multidimensional analysis of the
internet buzzword structure “Xiao X le”. The research finds that the “Xiao X le” structure consists of
three core components: the verb “Xiao” (laugh) + the complement “X” + the perfective aspect marker
“le”, forming a unique frame construction. Within this structure, “X” functions as an open slot, al-
lowing various grammatical categories to fill it, including verbal elements (e.g., “pen”, “ku”), adjec-
tival elements (e.g., “sha”, “meng”), and emerging internet vocabulary. This process of construction-
alization fully demonstrates the productivity and analogical mechanisms of Chinese morphosyntax,
while also reflecting the principles of economy and creativity in language use. From the perspective
of semantic evolution, the “X” component undergoes significant semantic bleaching, driving the
grammaticalization of the entire structure. In terms of social impact, the popularity of this structure
reflects the cultural psychology of contemporary society: the pursuit of lighthearted and humorous
expression, while also seeking emotional catharsis in a fast-paced life.
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Figure 1. Word cloud of the “Xiao X le” structure usage in modern linguistic communication
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Table 1. Media-driven differential rates of semantic bleaching quantified through diachronic comparison of semantic trans-
parency in typical variants
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Table 2. Diachronic evolution and semantic bleaching characteristics of typical variants in the “Xiao X le” construction
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Table 3. Classification of semantic extension pathways for the “Xiao X le” construction
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BRBREN: “FIEREL FHETNTHR, AYEF RELIE R B E(HE R B E).

XM R S0 E Grady (1997)FEAl K i FEAG W 25 A8 2% K “ A5 IR R IR aR ks, T8 “ 1%
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Table 4. Analysis table of the impact of different communicative contexts on “Xiao X le”
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TRE R R EI 2RI . SR RIEPEHLBIENIE T Croft (2000) 52 Hif) U & AL IR BE LAY ——
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