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Abstract

This paper adopts the theory of “conceptual metaphor” in cognitive linguistics as its primary re-
search framework, supplemented by corpus linguistics methods. First, it conducts a statistical anal-
ysis of the plant imagery and its frequency in the novel The Vegetarian, using corpus linguistic tools.
Among these, the image of “flower” stands out as the most frequently occurring and symbolically
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significant, and is thus selected as the core subject of this study. Drawing on the three major types
of conceptual metaphor in cognitive linguistics—orientational metaphor, ontological metaphor, and
structural metaphor—the paper analyzes representative examples of the “flower” image in the novel
to explore its multiple layers of meaning. In the orientational metaphor, the flower symbolizes vi-
tality; in the ontological metaphor, it represents artistic sensibility; and in the structural metaphor,
it signifies liberation. This multi-dimensional analysis not only deepens the understanding of The
Vegetarian, but also offers a new interpretive perspective grounded in cognitive linguistics, provid-
ing a case study for the application of conceptual metaphor theory in literary analysis.
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Table 1. Statistics of plant imagery in The Vegetarian [4]
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