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Abstract

Zha Yi is a work of revision and exegesis written by Sun Yirang in the late Qing Dynasty, which is
based on Wang Niansun’s Reading Magazine. It is not only similar to Reading Magazine in its style,
but also inherits the method of inference meanings from sounds in exegesis from Reading Magazine.
By examining the exegetical practices in the Zha Yi, we find that it embodies Wang Niansun’s concept
of “seeking ancient meanings from ancient sounds, and applying derivations to touch upon similar-
ities without limitation of form”, and that it uses the method of inference meanings from sounds in
deciphering phonetic loan, linking aognates explaining binding words, correcting previous misin-
terpretations, and understanding transfer of language.
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