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This scoping review systematically investigated 72 studies on the continuation task published in
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CNKI core journals from 2012 to 2024. The paper first offers a comprehensive overview of 16 non-
empirical studies. Subsequently, it meticulously categorizes and analyzes 56 empirical studies along
four key dimensions: theoretical foundations, research methods, research content, and research
participants, concluding with a discussion of future research directions. The findings reveal that the
theoretical underpinnings of these studies primarily draw upon Xu-argument, the interactive align-
ment model, and situation model theory, collectively offering multifaceted perspectives for task de-
sign. Regarding research methods, quantitative and mixed approaches are predominantly employed,
yet there is a notable absence of comprehensive and in-depth qualitative inquiry. The core research
content largely examines the effects of continuation tasks on interactive collaboration, pedagogical
effectiveness, textual features, and emotional-cognitive development. Furthermore, while the ma-
jority of studies focus on college English learners, research at the middle school level remains com-
paratively scarce. Based on these insights, the study proposes future directions for the development
of the continuation task.
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Figure 1. Annual publication volume of continuation task research in China
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Figure 2. Primary journal outlets for continuation task publications
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Figure 3. Publication output on continuation task by research institutions
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