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Abstract
Yoko Tawada’s novel Memoirs of a Polar Bear vividly embodies the postmodern literary feature of
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“uncertainty” through the interplay of multiple themes, fluid identity formations, and shifting tem-
poral and spatial frameworks. Centered on the lives of three generations of polar bears, the novel
explores the fluidity and reconstruction of boundaries among race, culture, and species in contem-
porary society. Thematically, it engages with issues such as migratory writing, intergenerational
immigrant experience, identity politics, and animal rights, thereby exposing underlying tensions
within modern civilization. In terms of characterization, the grandmother bear and Knut constantly
oscillate between human and animal roles, challenging binary divisions of species and social cate-
gories. Structurally, the narrative adopts nested storytelling, multiple perspectives, and dream in-
terludes, rendering the text profoundly uncertain and deconstructive. These literary strategies not
only question the reader’s assumptions about “reality” but also resonate with deeper global dis-
courses on identity and coexistence, demonstrating Tawada’s keen insight into the complexities of
the contemporary world.
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