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Abstract

Mental lexicon representation refers to the organization, storage, and interconnection of lexical items
in the human brain. In recent years, this research domain has garnered considerable attention within
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the field of language acquisition. Drawing on literature retrieved from the CNKI journal database, this
study provides a systematic review of research on mental lexicon representation in China over the
past two decades. It focuses on three major strands—first language (L1), bilingual (L2), and trilingual
(L3) mental lexicons—and analyzes their application status and developmental trends in Chinese lan-
guage acquisition research. The review identifies several critical issues: insufficient sample sizes in
empirical studies; a lack of longitudinal investigation into the dynamic development of lexical repre-
sentation; indistinct boundaries between lexical and conceptual representation models; and method-
ological discrepancies that result in inconsistent findings. In response to these limitations, the paper
proposes several directions for future inquiry, including greater attention to individual learner dif-
ferences, expansion of diachronic research approaches, enhanced integration of theoretical findings
into practice, and a more focused exploration of trilingual mental lexicon representation.
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Figure 1. PRISMA flow diagram: literature selection process
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