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Abstract

This paper examines the emerging degree adverb “Ju” based on corpus analysis from the BCC corpus,
investigating its syntactic distribution and semantic features while exploring its popularity mecha-
nism from the perspective of linguistic inflation. The study finds that “Ju” exhibits flexible syntactic
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combinability, modifying adjectives, verbs, and certain nouns, frequently appearing in declarative
and exclamatory sentences to convey strong subjective evaluations. Its semantic core lies in degree
intensification, with compatibility for both positive and negative connotations, while the negative
form “Ju bu X” highlights extreme negative emotions. The linguistic inflation phenomenon triggered
by “Ju” is driven by users’ pursuit of novelty, sociocultural factors, and internal linguistic regulation
mechanisms: users seek innovative expressions to compensate for the semantic erosion of tradi-
tional degree adverbs, online socialization accelerates its diffusion, and the linguistic system main-
tains expressive effectiveness through innovations like stacked forms.
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