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Abstract

Jade culture exerts a far-reaching influence in China. During the Spring and Autumn Period and the
Warring States Period, jade craftsmanship continuously evolved, while the Hundred Schools of
Thought associated morality with jade, leading to its more secularized use. An examination of the
jade-related characters in Xu Shen’s Shuowen Jiezi reveals that most are directly connected to jade.
In Lisao, jade characters such as “Qiong”, “Yao”, “Cheng”, and “Yu” embody a rich jade culture. Within
Lisao, jade primarily functions as ornamentation and as a symbol expressing Qu Yuan’s ideological
qualities. To fully understand the jade culture in Lisao, this paper takes the jade characters within

the poem as a starting point to explore the profound connotations of the jade imagery in Lisao.
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