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Abstract

This article uses the “Top Ten Internet Terms” from 2018 to 2023 as examples, and explores how
people use conceptual metaphors to create internet terms and extend their meanings, showing the
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application of metaphorical thinking in Internet language. This study finds that metaphorical ex-
pressions are very popular and common in internet terms. The ontological metaphor is the most
common and diverse type of network language, but there’s not a typical example of the structural
metaphor, indicating that it is less popular or productive in creating network language. In addition,
the metaphorical expressions used to produce network language change over time, reflecting the
social and cultural changes in the real world; the metaphorical expressions have different functions
and effects on the communication and interaction of the network users. Besides, the same Internet
term not only reflects metaphorical expression but also embodies metonymic expression, showcas-
ing the complexity of thought.
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Table 1. “Top Ten Internet Buzzwords” from 2018 to 2023
Fz 1. 2018~2023 £ “+AKMEME”"

Fr R R

2018 HREE. ATKS. skr. MBR. BRI, BE. CAL. EBRIEIE. B MREIRM R

ANEYIG BT %, ZRE % FrBERS. e, 2 MRA. WL/, %, 996, 14 LT
b 1

2020 WATE. KRHE M. Wt T, JtiATsh. BAG . Rk . AQTmE. 3%
WHEERL YYDS. Xk BB T ALy BT DIENEAE, R, WA A, HEKRR
R EEA K

FIEARF WK BOEANE . A BAL R besUliile . BIRE. 4T —xx. ZEEFE. misribfeIr
gl BN

2019

2021

2023

AU K08 5 IR ST RSSETRIE . SRR B “DOER AT WEBITE “
RMEERATE” APFFT G BE5OE 5 RERN SH 0 EE EE 5 R R E R 51 a0ES
REEBRE AL R Lo 2012 4, “PUOEHLA” BN T “HRMGHRATIE” WE. “ T RMERITIE”
R P RS . TSI AR A KRB AT I, AR 1) K R R AN DUE B 7T % K
XF AT I AT 5] ASCIHLYREE T 2018 448 2023 411 70 A “ R ML IRAT 15~ WlTLAE N « M4 4
" PR R

3. MBIES PHESEEMAI 5

HE Lakoff £ Johnson (1980) WL i, Mk Ky v] DAy N a5 M Bamgn . 7 LB ma Al A A Bamy . Bbak, i
P A= 5L BAM R 8 S, 1B B A R SRR 2R T 2 — o ISR AT, B R i R 4R
(AR A B AT P R I R AN TR 3 SR [6] 0 SRBm b, R P — B B ARG D 4 18 B 3R o) — s B AR 36
772 SCEAE AR H 88 5 I8 B BRI R . EFRATIINE S RGerh, R 5 SO A A R ik
T2 WA 25152 B — a1 3 P K (IR 20 [ 7] 0 b3l I 2% B4 ] P DURR R b IR B gy SR B 3h 47 1 R 432

2 BN T 2018 AEZE 2023 AE 4 W4 T A% B A 432 . B 28 LR 3 AT L 45 A BT
KRR TR ARRREN . RASEE TS H T AR M R S s AT H B
e M GE R T ZRAE S I 1 B IE A SS, FRR AL AT RE AR R & .

MFZ 2 AT DLLEE R 55— ANRFIESE , AARRRI 2 i i WA 2 FEAL N 4805 5 288, JLF 16 /M1
T, HUGRESRME, H 5 M. HMERMEm R G — s A s, REEANEQNE MES 77
A IRAT BURE P VAN 151 o AR Bg & — P feff AL A2 B 28 PR E A8 S A1 38 et 2 A AR & P B 25 2
Bl “HNTEA” RIEEGINERRA, B0 “PLE7 RIEEIE . XA T DLE & W 2E
SEHFMRIEFAER 7, T AT St I R ERF A FE NS BE . Ak, 25 M B A Y
%5

M 2 SRS AR, F TP AR S8 5 IR B 2R BN TR T AR Ak, Sl T B st B e
Mtk ASC AR . Filhn, 2018 4F, MZIET “HiL” [K—Lepgg 4 NFIREMAmRAT, A RKRILIFE
BT, 2019 47, WERIET “ARMRF” F1 “Rikx” 522 —sem 25 UM RE (520, SRR A
HRAE . 2020 4F, WISKIET “WATHE” M “I T 5Eas iAo, gk — & AR oo i
T . 2021 4F, WZBIET “HF7 M CnTEH T 5SS AR BAOC, B RIEIER I
FRA O VL SL I Ar . 2023 4F, MRS “@AKR” M “Br b B EANE” 23| — LR A A
K B RIRIE R AR I 4T 77 B

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.138888 698 HIARIES #


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.138888

TR

Table 2. The classification of the top ten internet terms from 2018 to 2023
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Table 3. Conceptual metaphor frequencies in the Top Ten Internet Buzzwords
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