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Abstract

Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus represents Wittgenstein’s early thought. As a landmark text in the
philosophy of language, it emphasizes the clarification of the logical structure of language and fa-
mously asserts that “whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent”. However, the text con-
tains a significant number of metaphorical expressions rather than purely logical demonstrations—
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for instance, the “ladder metaphor” at the end of the book. How should this phenomenon be under-
stood? Based on previous studies and the reflections above, this paper addresses two fundamental
questions: First, what kinds of metaphors does Wittgenstein employ in the Tractatus Logico-Philo-
sophicus? Second, do these metaphors contradict the central claims of the work? To explore these
questions, this paper adopts the framework of Conceptual Metaphor Theory to analyze Wittgen-
stein’s metaphorical language. It argues, first, that metaphors serve as a crucial means by which
Wittgenstein conveys his core philosophical ideas and facilitates readers’ understanding of abstract
concepts. Second, the apparent internal contradictions in the text actually underscore Wittgenstein’s
view that the mystical—the unsayable—cannot be directly expressed; yet, it can be “shown” through
indirect, metaphorical means.
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2. BREMEEEEE

M B2 2218 (Conceptual Metaphor Theory, CMT)iA N, A3 70\ & B & ek 2 )l H 5 &
TV 1S ) B S8 P A B[ 3]-[5] - i 308 ot e AT T 3828 P EL AR 2 (U 3380 St BB R O & (B A3, A
43 DABR AR R T R o X — B I AR AR R T B AR, A AR A A — Rl i oA
MAERE, BFAMUEESHSA, RS — M A . @ e A %, AATTRE % B g R S0
FRTHE AR & o BRI F DA R kA2 2 1 P 2R (Image Schema), BN S I By 4 5 PR35 1) L3 T R 9
AINFIGER, 0“7 “B” “NE” . BREARMSAS R, A2, MREMEES
TEIIEEAIR[6]. BT ARRRIR AL T S5 ML IO HESS , 45 SNES e 0% 8 i BRI Sy (AR 2 00 i SR A AN 3
fitto MESEEAE TIRAT SRS, W2 Pl i B S A GBI . R, FRATI Sk due 7 3RA1RE
g PRARFI R IB MR & . — BIRATAIRBX — 51, 5nT DUBEE B FUE 5 R S8 a0 ) A X S JE T B Rk 42 56
(PIRBE A R AL i B 3L, BT AR 1) X e AR 2 A ] S8 38 5 SRR R (1) . 7E Cognitive Linguistics: An Introduc-
tion — 4, Evans Bix —id FE e gh i~ E([7]:
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THE A R EPRE 5 R ThRE . An RO fik A el i I & TR ZR (P 22k Im ol flfA) I ZhBE 70 1L
R i RIS SR (A LA B Al o AR RO 20 JBE AT o o A iy il ELEAR B SE B3R, 1M
i MRS 7 el 5 B S 2 ) AR R R A o6 2R . TR TR NG TR, RAEETE F N R R e
IAER e AERFARITIE N, ardlnERS T, AT T X A IR (B . AR, — A AR
i, XA (R ) A AR, i IR, DURBRAS XA I ERA R .
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FHRHT “HEM” o R IR AR X — BRgn SRR B, H WAl 5 (O T RERERE 118 I R IR R AL,
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