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Abstract

This study employs fieldwork and diachronic comparison to systematically examine the evolution-
ary trajectory of contemporary Hengyang dialect lexicon. Through screening native speakers across
tri-generational cohorts and collecting natural speech data, three core lexical categories were
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identified: (1) Unchanged terms retaining their original meanings, supplemented with contempo-
rary exemplification; (2) Modified terms exhibiting a tripartite evolutionary pattern: semantic ex-
tension, semantic narrowing, and lexical obsolescence; (3) Neologisms reflecting technology-driven
lexical innovation. The findings suggest that Mandarin promotion and technological development
are identified as the primary drivers of dialectal change. By constructing a lexical evolution model
grounded in semantic field theory, this study provides a significant case study for Xiang Chinese
dialectology and proposes practical pathways for dialect preservation and cultural tourism integra-
tion.
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