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Abstract

This paper argues that the core constructional meaning of “Xiao (/) N Yi (—) V” can be summarized
as a subjective evaluation of “the described living state being relaxed and comfortable, and the agent
of the described action being lovely and playful”. Its discourse function is mainly to subjectively
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praise and evaluate the living state or the action state of the agent of “V”. The emergence of the con-
structional meaning is not a simple addition of the meanings of its components, but it also cannot
be separated from the meaning sources provided by the components. The semantic evolution of the
components “Xiao (/)" and “Yi (—)” has enhanced the subjectivity of this construction. Meanwhile,
this evaluative construction is inseparable from people’s high-frequency use. Under the combined
effect, the construction “Xiao (/M) N Yi (—) V” with subjective evaluative meaning comes into being.
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