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Abstract

Under the boom of second language acquisition, language learning has transcended the traditional
levels of morphology and syntax, focusing more on the holistic meaning of language in specific

SCESIH: BEE, MREHL. 55T COCA TERLE 2] “Create” ™ FE 5 SCRRALRIF 0], IARIE & 2%, 2025, 13(9): 43-51.
DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.139947


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.139947
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.139947
https://www.hanspub.org/

W1, B

contexts. With the development of corpus linguistics, researchers have begun to utilize large-scale
corpora to explore the deep usage and semantic features of vocabulary. This study conducts an in-
depth analysis of the extended meaning units of the verb “create” using the Corpus of Contemporary
American English (COCA). The research focuses on the collocational patterns and semantic prosody
of “create” in different contexts, examining its collocations with adjectives, adverbs, nouns, and
prepositions, and how these collocations influence its semantic tendencies. The study finds that alt-
hough the word “create” is generally considered a positive term, meaning to create, invent, or pro-
duce something new, often associated with innovation, imagination, and productivity, it can also
carry negative connotations, especially when associated with negative outcomes. For example, if
someone “creates a problem” or “creates confusion”, in such cases, “create” may be perceived as
negative. This research not only reveals the semantic dynamics and context-dependency of “create”
in actual language use but also provides English learners with more detailed and comprehensive
vocabulary learning strategies. The study suggests that learners should pay attention to the ex-
tended meaning units of a word, in addition to mastering its basic meaning, to more accurately un-
derstand and use the vocabulary.
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1. 5|

AR ROR, AR RN SRR FUSON 2 AR U A S BUE,  JCAE IR R 5 A R R
BEETE SO TCHITRN, AT H 2t SN 5 AR AR B S A s B AR i (1] 3 R R SCRR AR R ) 2
HHEFRE R TR 5 S R R R RS, DR B W TR B B TE SR O 7L REHEZE . DL, o ihd R S
BLREABATEAE 5 R RS S50 W i SO RCRIE T UM SRR 1Y o 2R B e A 283 TRV RR K
JE SR P — " 2] 8 L SRR Y AR 3R U, AT A [R] i U S A5 R BRI A1 SOk
BB PR 5%

FESEERIER AR T, FEShA RS THERNZOER, Hrb create {FEJymilil H % AZPrzhial, £RE
EEEDI I EAAAE” F0 R O RE BN . ASCERT AT AR B, SR RS SR Y,
IRANIRTL create 73 [ 4 ACSETE TR (COCA) P K YRS AL . 38 3 2 28 J5E 73 # JLAE A [/ 1 85 v (1 #4 P
L SRR SR ROE CRRIL, BT iR S E IR B RS A S PRE T B R 5 2
FEPE, TSI AR F 12 IR ) S5 TE8IE R T -

2. I RENBNIEILIENR
2.1. EiPHLA

AR R TSR . Sinclain) T 1996 42 TR 1A A RO EAR F 8 5 AR, 2R AL A
P REZR: B, A0 R i U f2il 3G Horp “B7 R SR LE R, BT R
PO AR R AMES . I Hi(Firth 1968: 182) Ay A RC IR 2 SIS ILHL A, XA S5k 5 i 1 2
DA EBLRONRFE, AIL 1 IR 21 15 AR R S A T I BB . ) AR O TA] R R A TRV R . BB A
M 2 iRAe, FERCAEY R SO AL B 5 1 0 S e 1 6t Ja SR Ry B SRRt Az, DA R
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SCHALAFAE I s E ] 71 [2]

“RBRIL” 4RI 0 5 B TR A T AR I, REU L S T e 3 M R TR IR A5
S AEEE 2 1 (U R A7) A5 G R[] “ 1 SR 45 [r) #5 0 1] BOTE SURFIE, Bz 0 L
JAAAR IR AEES I G R, BB IR DA T A8 SCR e B SR I B WA% o S B A SCRFAE
AR S PR B o 15 S A) 5 1 SR AL AR AL O i SCS #EIC ] B01E SOORR, 7R EUZ O 5 LI
TTE FIRFAE . 3 e s SO AR ) 2% B AN R B P R BIL 105 R SR IR, B S i 5 e T )
PEBCHRFALE, SO EBIE S EME MR R E S AR M E LB R R B, § s O AL TLEER el
Tk Ak 1SRRI DRI R E

2.2. EXMAEIK

H 208 « 23 7038 (1990) R IUE SCHIIL R LR R4, EHEMTAA R ASHX — RS S MR
JEFF T REM ARG, BERFE, AR A LE A N @ id “naked eye” “true feelings” “brook”
“place” VUM 2B 430, AR T4 R UL S MR o [4]. FERR AL b, 2 500t 70 R 2
TAERHE M STIERR A BV AN RO, KEY R E A 7T S mahial . U SR K 7] SR T .
TP 0} A B VB R o ] 5] BB R R “commit” “effect” “cause” [11E X, KIM
A YOE R KRB IEEE, XA B E R B A S IR, HE G R T R EI[5]. fek
(2023)%F bbb T PCE BRE & 5 iR 21 SRR R A RC . BB . 35 U] BB S, RILA
WEAEE BRI R 7 AR A WA L ME 5 22 R [6]. W F31(2022) LAY J& 25 SUBR AT RS Ry B LR, (i
BB RL 3 T 8 44 WordSmith Tools 6.0 Xf “ability” — Al 4 B & SCEAT /00T, R 0 v [ 78 32 155 U R A A %
KNI 7] ¥R 75(2014) R ] BNC HERLE, JEITRAN, TEIK . P50 Fo i SRS 4k X 4330 X3 “ suspect”
5 “doubt” [8]. R WLIAE WL EET Y R SCHRA IR, RAEREIA MY B o HT ek —4LiT S 1)
B SRR LR
3. MRF*E
3.1. HWiEdE

3 51 3(2004: 24-28) T ik IERLFEIE F 2 5 R R T S S A IR FE R AR 9], JE B RHE T
RRAE R EASERL, AT AR Sl b &k B A 4515 5 0 IR S, HEm 2R 15 E PR S R
A ) A S B X R B A SRR B AN . AT SR COCA (Corpus of Contemporary Amer-
ican English)iBBHE/E AT R, HAFA “REURIGEERE” , & H AT R % 2 r 26 X oeis
WHRLEE, B Mark Davies (4% 1~ 2008 4@z, Wit 10 42381 (1990~2019 4 [A]4&F4FH74E 2500 /5 1d]
), WEE T DU FATARE AR EARCAR. M TRE R IS\ KB
3.2. W51

(1) “create” 7E COCA &K} 1 BT 5 2 IBE % 52 I A Re AIE 2

(2) NEERCEN S BT, “create” FHICFAHCIA I S ) S 18 SR Al 55 2

(3) Xt “create” ¥ &R SCELAL 1 43T g g v I ST S R SR AL IR AL 5 R ?

3.3. ARDE

AT T IE R RO ER AT 2 IS D 3R
T4, 1E COCA 1R LM LA-4/+4 ISIEAT R “create” , BEXIAN 5 4 AMAALYE A H LI HERC
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Tl R R T AT PN R TR ) bR SIS R, AR R ARYE A T SO SRR 8, —4/+4 Bi-5/+5 5
PRI B B N A HE

Hk, LIt “create” FTE L FUER, W HRBHERHE . BT RITIATEIEKR, MiEEHE
HHEENLAEL 200 47T N TR, S RIS IR St

TR, 43Hr “create” AHICHERC A 15 SUBUAIRFE -

i, XTREHLIEEE) 200 4% concordance 47 EAT 5 SCHIME BASAL, ARG8T G T BB S %

4. EhiF Create BB 9 TR 43T

LA “create” kR infE COCA TERLEHEAT /04y, sl “frequency” Dhfig s v] &R 1% i £ COCA %
AR AR IR, RAAREEE R 1 s,

Table 1. Register distribution of “create” in COCA corpus
% 1. COCA JBRIEEH “create” BITERIH D

44 SR iEE7 i b
1 % 24,799 19.35%
2 A 3zl 24,450 19.08%
3 P 22,679 17.70%
4 FRICHR 21,892 17.08%
5 B 15,031 11.73%
6 i 11,349 8.86%
7 HAR 4844 3.78%
8 NG 3112 2.43%

B 128,156 100%

FLMGRITERER: o, £/ \FCAREE A, “create” TEIZ . Wk, 24 & 2= AR SCHR A 8
PR 525 5 1 J5 DU S . HE44 55 DU (1 25 R SRR (17.08%) 5 55 T (1038 151 (11.73%) 2 (81 A7-4E 5.35% 1)
b 22 o 7R HT DUAL R AR S, 1% B 19.35% 01 o bU S 17 5 3 (19.08%) 1K 2 s A4 765 AR SR 43 il 5 17.7%
F117.08%. {ESEEMIE, “create” 7E MG FAN A/ N ULIESR A I8 AR S A%, PUISTES A1 o EhAY
26.8%, FLrP/NBIESE T & LR 2.43%, b T 48 XHRAL

5. BhiA] Create ¥ RE X B AL 51
5.1. #BE S

TETE T U8, 5T 1 (collocability) /2 #i& W5 > BR 22 ANl E AR RF i€ 18 5 AR 5 C L B0 AR 451 [ 1 i
FE o 1M EE i B 1A R B DGR R A, RBVEA R R 1R B BT R LB, X B AR AT
ST EAHAEA R CEL, et/ H B RS I A R . BB (Firth) 5. “ LA
AL, BRHAEEE /M, A0 T RIS A o R0 5 S A i) SO, SR R I
HEKRZR I SAE SGRHE, H RN AERAARES 1 > 43 [10].

7t COCA iERIE, LA “create” N Al i H-4/+4 PEEEHHTIG R, AR HEFIREGAT 15 A
BB (02 2 BToR). BREB IR G sl “Collocates” ThREHE, #£ “Word/phrase” £24 \ “create” ,
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fE “POS” % FiliH “noun ALL” HUEHSILI AR IE, WELESHI “~41+4” , RSB (1gnore),
i e AR PR (Relevance), Tif ELA(MIEE >3, il “Find collocates” $KBUA-HBIATLA .
ST RIRBRR, ATE ORI B 00 15 MERCIR AR 4 2.

Table 2. Top 15 collocates of “create” in the COCA corpus
% 2. COCA iE#IEEH “create” YT 15 MERCIA

Hi4 FA LA EE7 MI 1

1 illusion 10,597 6.24
2 diversion 3857 6.13
3 jobs 118,556 6.09
4 havoc 3763 5.8

5 incentives 12,694 5.39
6 environments 13,230 5.12
7 atmosphere 33,390 4.99
8 opportunities 50,216 4.97
9 custom 14,576 4.87
10 impression 23,637 477
11 sustainable 16,369 4.48
12 chaos 17,853 4.39
13 spaces 17,103 4.36
14 wealth 35,690 4.21
15 tension 20,303 4.08

Xf#e 2t “create” MFBMCIAFLIA ML AT W, £ HAZ BMEMI) B m ) 15 NMEEd, 14 R4,
X “sustainable” 14 B A T PEFERC o IX LA AMN AT FI A28 s vy, I A PR AR T AT ORI, AR
X5 N AT ABCIRAS B VIR . 3017 “sustain” BON4ERFE S R, EIE SR SKIE S AL BN S
PRIFIIAT N, t0“ create sustainable success (611 FTRFEE IR L) 7 44 TRl PR RS BC H , “illusion (B 3E) ™ incentives
(Bfh)”  “impression (E1%)” “wealth (1E)” “tension (K7K)” 2430 4 177 & N5 O HDRES
“diversion (% #)” “jobs (T-fE)” “opportunities (§143)” “custom (ZJ15%)” 253 K EHRIZ 5 TIE =
M “havoc (J&#L)” “environments 3£1%)” “atmosphere (5 F)” “chaos (JiE{l)” “spaces (45 [8])” N 54t
DIREE S AT SR A AR O o I 1A B S A I 3 AR, SR I A W BT HAT O B B2 o
SR, LREC 2O G440 .
5.2. KBRS

CREERE” R G% O T BBV S M A SRR I L e R IAR O 5 F R W B A
PR IL IR E e WG B A A 2, B R B B IE LI EE R R o BRI AT A 78 A 75 A
A AT S TR AE, 38 7R AT R 2 5 AR 45 i, RIS AT 2R T . AHITE 7838 3 B AL
HiHY 200 2% “create” WIFLHAT /M KB, 1B MR FE 2 LU N RA (W5E 3 FiR).
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Table 3. Colligation distribution of “create” in COCA corpus
72 3. COCA iBRIEEH “create” HILEELIZEN T

eI TR A0 5T
N + be/has been + ...was being implemented at the same time homesteads were created and counties
23 L .
created + (by + sb.) and territories were forming.

...the problems created by students admitted under affirmative-action quotas.

...the U.S. Government procurement system has created a hostile environment in

N+ create + N 183 the defense...
...performances are razor sharp. Kidman creates a character scary in her unerring
ability to zero...
...The new product launch created a buzz in the tech community.
N + created+ V 8 The relationships created have spawned some important and interesting research.
create+ to+ V 1 ...the R&D director constantly reminds the team that our mantra’ create to

innovate’ is not just a slogan...

N 3 fiiaw, hial “create” MZRICE: R BRI FMARE, LR FRIBERE A, HhES
SR “N+create+N” , iXa2 “create” s WIMA)ALE M. B, EZEEL T, “create” fFAK
YA, JEEAER) R RIEERGY, 538 G S SRR “ T - 1F - 7 (SVO)SEM, R iZ
TRE ONHAR X “alig” Bk “5l k. k" o #£ “N + be/has been + created + (by +sb.)” Zifyrh, HoN
WanESAN, HTHREYNEIEERE, o T2UHEIEE (by + sb.), 1245 M R H ) 1
BRAS K AiE# FIEH .

76 “N +created + V7 g5k, HARA) AT “N+ (GE25010) + HE” ,  “created” {E NI 25
WRBMER, LR ESSMT “create” MISERRANER N, FE R OIEFIN H—FWMEEE. T
AP “create + to + V7 G5 — IR, 1XRFRRNHIELH R, #MARAET N HK—
BRI AR AE, 8% T RIS H L8 NI S

5.3. IS4
FERLE G KT, A W R R T e PR A R E T8 SCRMERTIATE . SR IA I AR, AR &5

SCEESR AR IR A] o R IL I OC R AN PR T B A R 3 A R SCRFAE IR I, 9 a0 #8538 B BEE HEAH O
(Sinclair, 2004). Kt FARYETE SUEFAEXT “create” FIFERECIABEAT 2028, 45504 4 iR,

Table 4. Semantic preferences of “create” in the COCA corpus
3= 4. COCA iBRIEEH “create” 75X fiila)

S FE T 1A i

the objectives, strategies, and activities that individuals or
groups set out to achieve

Concepts or Goals Job,chance,destination, etc.

Negative States or Havoc, chaos, problems, racket, a sense of disruption, discomfort, or negativity, and are used
Conditions confusion, fear, suffering, etc. to highlight undesirable aspects of situations or experiences

Mental or Emotional ~ Thought, illusion, sense, feeling,  how humans mentally engage with, perceive, and experience
Experiences etc. the world around them.

the concept of setting or context, whether it’s the physical en-
vironment, or the visual or descriptive elements that define a
situation.

Contextual or Situa-  Environment, atmosphere, scene,
tional Elements etc.
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WERIL, “create” W4T FEHCIH T 73 MPU KA . 7E “create + N” g5 i, 470443 &7 6 1 “job”
“chance” “destination” %, 5/ MABEH AR HFRAHIC: H k4 “havoc” “chaos” “problem” “fear”

& T IR, YIRS BTG 25 11 “thought” “feeling” “sense” %5 1] I G HX A 0o 34K
%; “environment” “atmosphere” S5 45 ] FHAF A A IR . HULAT L, “create™ BFA AL 1] 2 N ik
& 72 AR U -
5.4. BN

T ST A RS P TRV FAE T8 SCRFAE, T8 SCRISC P BN R SO o 4 3] R TSGR SR A% O
MUK SHIRAE, FT3REARRASIE, RIS R0 5 H A 8] P S 2 BT o AR 550 18] PO A [
SO, T A LR SO R, HAEAS R R b AT e A B ARk
5.4.1. FIRIENH

4] 1. In the heart of the bustling city, the visionary architect, inspired by the harmony of nature and the ingenuity of
human design, embarked on a groundbreaking project to create a sustainable urban oasis that not only revitalized the commu-

nity but also served as a beacon of innovation, attracting tourists and residents alike to marvel at the fusion of ecological

consciousness and architectural splendor.
TR, “create” [AEHIELI R T @HUMEIME R AN AR, BESRIA 7 A X arad, YR
T AR S IER I B, NI R 5 1 1% Bl ia] AR AR SR REAE «

1) 2: The dedicated team of scientists, driven by a shared passion for environmental conservation, worked tirelessly to
create a groundbreaking biodegradable material that could revolutionize the packaging industry, significantly reducing waste

and its impact on our planet, thereby fostering a cleaner, healthier environment for future generations.

UEAL ) “create” H TR A CRAD R RS R, BEAEIS | BRI o8, R 1 HESh AR
WA e, S58hia “create” [EAT IFME A & .
5.4.2. RETENE

4] 1. The artist’s latest painting was intended to create a feeling of tranquility in the viewer.

fEIXA)IES T, “create” FI Tl ZARSE A Sk Ry 2 i IO B o HAE SO RO PERRAE,
NE)TBERIE R ERGIE B EIIE BX — H s, ORI &5 RAE HAE A IR s i i, AUR R MRIRE
AREHEE= K.

4] 2: The composer’ s new piece was designed to create a feeling of suspense during the film’s climactic scene.

seayr,  “create” FT-ULHIME M X GUEE SR H . 15 LB LUN P, RECAATRA LYE
SERGE A ik, ORI SOMAR A I 28 S8, AL BRIR 1A B 2RI B bR T AR B 2 i sl 2k I
Sl
5.4.3. jHIRTENH

4] 1. The unexpected storm created havoc in the coastal town, uprooting trees, damaging homes, and leaving thousands

without power for days, as emergency services worked tirelessly to restore order and provide relief to the affected residents.

TELtA),  “create havoc” F il X ERi& ISR M Ro M . Ly AR SCREIT “IEMRIR M AR |
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“PIE R . CRBECT AR & CRSRERIRSS SRS AL, REERIBILFE R T ARG K
TRAL 5 e 2R

1) 2. The controversial policy, hastily implemented without proper consultation, created a divide among the citizens,
sparking protests and fueling discontent, which ultimately undermined the government’s credibility and strained community

relations.

A “create” M T IS EAE 2R E 3G NBERSH . WE GRS “ A UUEBER” |
CRARRIALT L GIRPUNT AN . CHISSBUR AE 7 KCSBREARIX R R SRS B,
TR IR S AR TR A R F it SR AR 7 T R

T SGRIRER BT mA AR B e, AR AR VAR PR R BC LR e, TEAN RS A3
W B B SRR R TS AR, B SR E R AR A . SEPR b, TSGR H
s ) 5 HL A S FA TR (FIRRR A S0 ) L (R B i B2 A 1A TP ok 1 PR BN R A A B AN S H
WIS T S RAPS R R S FAMT MR, M 525 R, Wil i, “create” {15
SCRIP] PR AR B RS, BAREOR T I T B . BRI W20 (038 3G, L ALR A 5 T
LA AT 7E A R B A TE 85 B FL P A )1 R R 52

6. iRt

AW 5T LA 3R [ 2 ARTEE TE B (COCA)NAKFE, RSN “create” I & LA R IF RGIRTT,
I AR AT FEBCRE A SRS L 1 SUA) S E SCRIRFIE R A T A0 6, AW RS . fE
B AT, “create” fESAARSCA. FmIRIE. MRS L CBAR SRR R AR, K2
B BB I, X S AR AT B 1A R A P RE R DIAR G . AT R, R S 44 R 3
B A, FABC I I o5 il R A& (i “illusion”  “opportunity” ). EAKZEYI(T0 “jobs”  “spaces” ) AR
AN “chaos” “harmony” ), HARLFE HHEE. BEZLEHLL “N+create+N” AES, [
I AL 2 B BB A5 (“N + be created + by”). A &M (“create to + V7) 554844, )7L ThREN 2 FEMEAE I AR 62
ENANFE B TR R . 1B R Z T, “create” MIFEHACIA IR I 1k, BES “incentives”
“sustainable” SEAHFIFNC B2, 5 “havoc” “tension” SRV FEIN, 1 Ah X EE fut ) 4 HLE
SRR B R . B SCRRFIE I EE— 25 EE 7 X — A, BUAE G (iR G R . 2
W 18) 5 S SCR (IR VR AL . [ RR)PEA FIE R R T RCE AR, 17 PR S8 2 H T 2 W R O 1 135 455
o, SEEIFRR T ZIA R R IR M4 X EE T B30T “B X Z MM MWEE, RIAZ O s X
i R e AR, Tl 5 AN R R BRI sl A P [11] . X AR “Aid” MES T EEGED
B OB ” SRR, XAes UREL” CE SR FARBCR AL TR

BT ERRIL, LB, BOTR GG A @ R SO AR AL PRATE SR 518 SCRIREE
MR H CHERE 55 E e, 2Rt ARe ). EBRAONE R RIS S,
X H S RN A BB R . ASRBE @Y RIERNE R SN HRE % LRI TR
FE, FHIFR i - WEBE - AT FIOCERBE AL, P e el e SCRAL B HESE 5 SRS .

SE
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