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Abstract

In recent years, nominalization has become an important focus in linguistic research, especially
within legal discourse. However, existing studies have not yet fully addressed how nominalization
functions to realize responsibility avoidance in English and American legal texts. Based on the the-
ory of grammatical metaphor, this paper analyzes English and American legal discourse, employing
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word frequency, collocation, and keyword-in-context analyses to examine nominalized structures
with productive suffixes such as -ion, -ment, -ity, and -ness. The study finds that: first, nominaliza-
tion abstracts concrete actions into nouns, objectifying the law and achieving de-agentization; sec-
ond, nominalization assists legal discourse in evading explicit responsibility, thereby promoting the
blurring of accountability. This research reveals how nominalization strengthens the authority and
institutional characteristics of legal discourse, offering new perspectives for interpreting and ap-
plying legal discourse.
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1. 5|

4,17 4¥,(Nominalization) & i v & i (Grammatical Metaphor) () —Ffi W5 =, V2 RAE R BT 5T
2B EIESMERMME R A, IEAE S E R HIER, WikRREEE. EIEAEET,
IXFREE R BT T AT N, AR L A BRI T A4, NI FEIR RFREE LR T ST R AR
[1]. BT 2 M RET A, BN EETLSEVE RIERS T A A R U ST R S HEIE R, JTBHR
ZEAAERL M 5 FS IR R ST AR D

AR PE S VE R TEVE I A 1 A I G R AR BT R 4 o R HERHE A AntConc, Xt (3
[ 5270 CARUER) S48 Mk SCAR BT TR $A5 B ANE S 4T, AR ELH I 2 77 4 5 2% (-ion, -ment,
-ity, -ness) A I 4 TR AL A5 R I 20 AT S AL RN S5 AR AT 10 R AT R E HLHIERE, 20 Hrix Lo 2544 an ] 8
RO 8 R FA RS B0, R SCARER MR M LSRR 55510 . AR SCH N
fiE e ) ] ARG . A4 TR AR IR AE PR E RAB R I 0 A0 G 5 RHIERAT 4 7 X SRR far 35 B s v
S BT R ?

2. kBl
2.1, REZRIEEBHHEZRWS 2Rt

A A AR A B ST A, R B ARA S S R AL S AL — AN kD) . Halliday
(1994)45 1, AMLAEVER . B BURSIER M) 2, JFSEERmE VI, M. 5k(2007)
M CREZEEY KB, XA RIEESORHGUE AN R IA ) E BT B2].

HRAAPGRTEIETE AL . Yang (2020) 2 ) “ 58 s al R N7 58I, 44 R4 It R —Fifs UK
et e, EAXAT A, ERAERR IR Z R DIRE[3]. X — R EA BT X A R R A A4 1A 4
Tk, WA RN AHRER . He 5 Yang (2018)FI FHIERHE S HTIESE, &AM LURIE Tk, &
HA i AL BRIIRE[4] -

WHFEE NN, 44 iA 4 5 B IE SR B BE b, 7EVEH SO i i o (£ %, 2003; ##, 2004)
[5] [6]. Z3(2010)F5 i, AL E ARG 98 1l Sk S2AR S EEAN I BEK7]. X E&E (2009)
BRI RNT RBWEH SR P8l 4w A AR B “A7 R A6 [8]. 5KAX(2001) M 734 1 Zhidl 44 1]
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b E AR e 21 G, BRAR TR S R I SRR H[9].

—EBRIT AT LI E R D RE . X D 5 RV (2007)38 5 1E B A E PR R, A i A AN AR TR S
KREHIGR, WA ST, A7 ABE AP EEEI[10]. XF “ AT R8EN” FBOALEEIEERT L
TREFZA, (AT 55400 BT AR AR (4R M [11] . BUA BT 78 CAE B AN )5 2 B B9E T JRA, (HEX 44 0
IESESIE RIT R T R G SO SHE R, BRI TR AT, R IERA ST TR R R

2.2. HEFRFREERPHSEAEF

PGS AMURE SN TH, REAREETMEEFR., vwldfreRE T, Ko ErK
HAEARIB A B W HFRRIL, “ETEAL” 1 ITEAL” 1B S 2 68 5T IR AR $E 2 9 L
WeHIWR TR B (B0, 2013; FRATHE, 2002) [12] [13]. #EFE(2012) 70 iR iE T A4 i de 45 ), 31X
SeZE R RE L R RAFE R, RO SRR AR, A e T 2 bk g B R A A [14].

X ZE(2013) 35 Hi, BURIEAEE F 1 ST B AR AL @ i VR SO AT T gmAs, SEB “HE AFRIL” Ak
. i,  “liability shall be incurred” XML, FITERAMIEKR T, AEZBIATTEN, HHE
M5 FEHIEA[15]. KB HAM{R(2010) 1A, XA “ Laiae” M &2 e ol R 40 1015 5 A
O, E R RIE D Ak T YEME[16] .

R AR (A D o BTk Bl 1 o I ST AR IR SR AL TR TR . 1 AR (2009) 5 R 5 (2009) 15
H, TH40 AntConc ] LA /R m 444 1l FIHE L 18 XA S R [17] [18] - IX SLF B3 BhAfF 52 & 43 i 4
WL SR LE TTAT RN T K BARIE R, RSB R  AT R R R SR .

DA W RAE 7B MBS L O 3R, BEEARL. B, GUREa e s, S
ANEBERAN R AR EEOHERE, B KRUBIE R S . tbAh, 2k se. A%
HAE 58 CIhREZ IR HL BN K R AR R G EE . JE Tk, ASCHFIFERE TR, SR sEvk Rk
AESCAH [ AR A A AT IR R D R A b, A B R FLAE VR A U P S AT R 1 77 K
3. IERLER SR

AL LA S EARR VR SCAONTERLR IR, RN AR SO, MRER eV BURIVE R . MhaT
H 5 G EEESERE, R SCARMIHIE M AVE S Tt . B REITZ) 40,000 55, BHE MR
THESIME . CARZSE—H G Z BRI AntCone. A BAHf TiE IR, £ id kil
AR Kot THREE, JEa e BRI BARTE IR RRIE . iEEDh RS THENLEI B (K 1).

Table 1. Sources of discourse data in anglo-american legal systems

=1 REFERIFBBERKRIR

RRATR x RIR
The Constitution of the United States ~ 3£ https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/
The Bill of Rights % H https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/bill-of-rights
The Declaration of Independence % H https://declaration.fas.harvard.edu/resources/text
Civil Rights Act % H https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/civil-rights-act
Parliament Acts UE https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Geo5/1-2/13/contents
The Human Rights Act I [ https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents

TEA AR T T, WP R TS R W DUSRIRA J5 4% -ion. -ment. -ity Fl-ness, X485 2%
M T SeolE s, JF BRSO A B IIRE[3]. @ X I L 5 48 (115 LD RedtAT 3%, kAT
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B SE IS HE 3 ) A7 4 T A AR I TR AR IE A 05 2 ARl R 00 AN R PR 1 SCATS, - RE S ki S
AP TUE A GRS AR Z T, HfR i RG0S 1E LR E 2).

Table 2. Recognition and semantic categorization of nominalized structures

2. BIANSEEIRASEN TS

JEGA @i

-ion AT AR
-ment LI

-ity ST GORES
-ness VAR T

ASCHHE AntCone B, BT = 2K484F, Dlasiinth A A b8 igis i ohae. &ot, @i
giit(Word list) iR R4 i (45, 1 AR HARVERESCAR I 20 A 15 00, T B 7 iR 28 4% 1Al A0 0 AR T T
N W A, RAFAICS Hr(Collocate) 5 443X 4k 44 1] A 45 44 55 JL At ] T A SR B, SRR EA T3
5 A R R EE R R E S R ENHETHERE PRI M. &5, @i BT Hi(KWIC)E
ER A LA A AR BT N, 38 R e AT s Aeii s, it — 20 Wk Sy o] s
PERIL SN o WX =00, ASCRENS A 1A AR R R TE T PRI, RS A B DR
ANEEm (AL 1)

N TRALHE 5 5 Word Collocate KWIC Ve EE ] .
WHEA DT D megg;W]O a0 i || by D] M

Figure 1. Analytical flowchart
B 1. SirRiEE

4. BR5TTR
4.1. ZIAERNIRSESERS T

AR @it AntConc [RITRIATIH REXT 7S AR M DL 1k R SUAR R i AT SRS 4 1A 4k 5 BRIk AT T
it 5k, TEMRE-ion. -ment. -ity. -ness PUZKJEZE(ILE 3).

Table 3. High-frequency nominalization structures and frequency statistics (Top 8)

%3 BIETEIRIALGE (Top 8)

5 EATL S EE et K
1 regulation -ion 134
2 prosecution -ion 98
3 government -ment 110
4 agreement -ment 75
5 responsibility -ity 83
6 legality -ity 57
7 fairness -ness 42
8 effectiveness -ness 29
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M EZRAT UL, -ion J5 A R 1) 44 1 A4S B A, AR AR R R AT A FE ARV W regulation (B
). prosecution (A2 VF) 5, XISV H TARILHI B %K BRI 2eHE, R IEENE R b i o 1 1 1 1) 2
BLFB[2]. -ment J54% T 1) government. agreement 53] WU 5 £ F8 ARAL SR SAR BRI BEAC 5, AREI HH V2
SCAKT 5 R LB ) e P AR

BB R B, -ity J5 28 BT i responsibility (531F). legality (BiZE)J8IRT0, BEATIRAK, H
DheesEh, T @M TR 5k M. JUIHE responsibility —il, 7EZANSCARH I, AL
HE R SO KT BT AT 20 R 1 i FE URK 8] -ness JE 4% T ) fairness. effectiveness 25 1] I 5 £ A& $H -4 Th g,
AR H IAEBOR S 538 AR RUA T, SCREEA SR I IE M RIA[9]. ERRERNZ, SMEhs
Wil te 0 A R AEE R 5 R EE TR b BOR S R i B AH SR ORI AU 45 18— 3 [4], A SCHERL b (1) i 49144 ]
TZ NG HEm . AT AR AMERTE SR, AU S 7RG BR4REE, WAL
AR ANEIEN “ AT NE” (De-agentization)Z5 A AERZ[19]. WLFI(D):

(1) The regulation shall be enforced by all relevant authorities.

FEREI T, regulation 1EAVEEAT A BN RuE 44wk, BES 7 BARAT MR AR RE, (LB “RiE” AR
NFEE, ERIRE KGRI EARSEIZE, MAREN B NAIERAT . XFRIBGH 1 30E S,
fESTAE I ARIEA Zy BR300 . LA L, &b 5 i s o A AR T Sk £, BB TiEEHE S 1E
SIAT N AR R B T AR S5 T TH IR )= T RE[7]

4.2. RGBT SRMEIEEINGE

N T R BERVE REE A M SR I D REAE 8, AT I8 RO 4 A i L e AR IR S AL S5
it AntConc [#ERC TH, Pl A 1A ATEHEICC R, A B T4 kB DiReny “ 1k UL fg
&7 (WA 4).

Table 4. Selected collocational patterns of high-frequency nominalizations
= 4. SIMBIRANEE S HIER (L)

EATL a1 A I 1 (Top 5) PGS
regulation enforce, apply, section, rule, pursuant EIPUT 5iEH
prosecution commence, criminal, trial, under, shall YRR T &
responsibility assign, incur, exempt, define, subject to ST I &8 5 Fi
fairness promote, ensure, equality, standard, justice Gkt IE A

ML R TLLE A S AMUAETERE EARIE 1R . RABSEE Ay, i AL
RGP BB SCR IR RS . WEBCR R ATBLE I, A a M iR i h A UE R B
AT RIESHEREN, Sl IR RGP SRR RO R . WE1(1) 5 651(2):

This regulation shall be enforced pursuant to section 12 of this Act.

All responsibilities shall be defined in accordance with institutional procedures.

7EBI(1), regulation 55 enforced. pursuant to &5 [ EC A B BESI1ERE, BaZd: 1 HAAHUTH, 10
SR FE A B () St AR . XM AL TS, I RAT B R RE R A3 . #(2)F,
responsibilities 5 defined #4Hd, ¥ TtAEM A BSOS AR IT TR E, MAZN ANAT NN, AT SEI 514
MHEAMRA . X FIREAE R E (RAGESR) i W WAHFI3):

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.139977 279 HIARIES #


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.139977

K 9

The liability shall be incurred in cases of breach.

“liability” 5 “incurred” fER— /MR AEFFEIE, e 1 SRR EN %, 9B T “SUE
M AL JZHR[15]. BEAh, $ERC D HTIE SR A E SO il R PP 44 TR AL 5 A PR R € Th e

BE. JLEI(4):
The provision promotes fairness and accountability in administrative practice.
7EME, fairness it promote. accountability %5 IF [a) 4 (B 5 FC A 2 VR 2R I T8 SCEL S, (R

HEEAMEG MWL R Sy, ERGEMEIE S XA RIIEE 5N A2 PPN YR i — D IRTHERNE
WHAIEE18]. R RE CABGER) F I BN . HEI(5):

This Act is designed to uphold justice, equality, and legality.

justice 5 uphold &R, SEAL TIEHEARAIUME T A, [FERE ST 2 Bk L SR EER . 43k,
LA R Y], ARG IEE 5HAT RS ST SR G E PR AR E A A, MBI
TIERSCARR AR S A,

FEVE L3940 T tsh#, {3 5T ATH S 9RO A i EEAK[9] -
4.3. BIALEERSHEETIRES T

FEXT AT G5 R AT IR ARG T S8 B T 2 ), #E— 2D 8 B R OB T B T8 7n X Se S5 /) 7R
SRR IR B TR DI RE iR ORI . fEVERNEIR T, ARG RS AL E 2 IR R
SR T B, 3E[R 58 ST AR R H Y-

431 HTREUSHEEZEMY

REEBORBIRY, LReaHERH ZPNIEIEAR T, SR, TR “ A
AR XA RIA T AR T e, AT VRS “AK” BCCEWT o WEI6):

The prosecution shall be conducted under the authority of this court.

fEZBFIH,  “prosecution” DAL M, BECHANES, BE 7T RAEPATIME BN R, RiEH
il BEAE Jis A EARRIREE . IXIEFT S AR AT sm i i) AL ” 5 “ B4 RRE[12]. WL1(7):
Authority is granted by the provision of this Act.

“authority” #%5 M. “is granted by ” , LI _EHE W] 7 IABORIR, (HA_E A2 LA (T EAS N)VE 8T 3
EAR, NS AT NE, SRR EI R A KRR I ATET (URER) 5 ARG
R ST ENEE S

4.32. BREFUBHLE: IBELEEPHERARTRIL

AR . WL1(8):

Za A G R IR T T ST AR T )8, JCHAE “ SRR 1 Widh (4 liability . responsibility
accountability), EI R ENIER B NA), ETHEE LA R E BRI e, AT it 2 1 B

No individual responsibility shall be determined under this section.

TEIZGH, FTAEEIE “shall be determined” $ARCEE M, Beahl “section” %, TR NI, Al
TUEBONIE B MK — A AR B, XMRIEA DU 1 rh R, @398 7 SCARR BiatE S haL
PE[14]. W.A51(9):

The party may be exempt from liability under specific conditions.
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W, “liability” 1 8 sh4E I =iE, 8 “be exempt from” 5 “under conditions” #H&r, i
TR B A5 BB, SRR T “ THUERIEVERREE " SRi% . 5IHRMIRIATE (REGER) i
HI

4.3.3. FHAIEZHMEHE : B SOFMEBRANSHIE AR

PSR 2 R A I T AR AR DhRe. R 2l il ST iRl (U faimess.
justice. legality)F4Bc IE [713/ 17 (40 uphold, promote, ensure)SZl x4 SCHIMEIR AL . WL 451(10):

This regulation promotes fairness and accountability.

ZRIEAML UL A SO PAT S5 R, il i 4 PR 3R] “fairess” 5 “accountability ” T 7 H i 48
X AEHATNIEAME, FFEt i, MG W T E CABGES) MEE (MALEF) h.
#1(11):

=

The ruling ensures justice and protects public interest.

TELLEE M, “justice” &5 “publicinterest” LRI A, B EICBNERAT N, Hl
MAEEEA T 7 RS, XA RIA S A IR R RS TR, BEL “5E R B
SO A TE R FE 22 HE[18]

B EAT L, SESETE RAGE R A AL G ITE BRSO R IEE £ HIRE, X LEThREA B, LFEI
WA SRR ST RIS HE. 5, ZiE DA AR BRI, BEshEn, HEE N7
RFRED:, M THEE R B BBk SRS AP . LLUnfE )+ “The regulation shall be enforced
by all relevant authorities” 1, “regulation” {ENEIE, FHATEUBCT KI5 T-6I B2 A &, 1 A5 BAK
AN NEHLAE o X FPFRIEFIN TAT B B IEAETE, Wb T EESHERTR A, (ST O A E E i —
Tl L o

HR, FUTRIES R )k it — 0 Rl . #7451 T “liability shall be incurred” H,  “liability”
TERNTAT LR AP SNES, TUEREEARS A, AEERE— BRI AE, REAMTE &I
T o X FPRIB PR TV SOR P AME ST I TE, B T PO, R T REEE R A
PEo IEWXIZE(2013) 48 H, BRAIVERTEATE A 1 54T 43 BC 128 T 4 M A% e A6 BRI W, B 2244 0 1) 88 SR ) P
i, LUEF] “JE TR HRCR[15].

Ak, il i S RPN R S AR SR R, MR AR T A A . Hedn “The provision pro-
motes fairness and accountability” 7, “fairness” Al “accountability” 4% SCAN S HUN, 56 4 I -1 4
AR S E . IXFERIFRIESETE TGS 1) I AL S A R, RIRRAL T 53R V38 1 2 k48 1) .

gr b, AAWANAEIE A B2 BT R, BAEE 2SN THTIA)E, (TR 9l B 1
HRARI LG . PGB LR R, A RSO T ST BRI, WD T AMA IR T,
T FE4E4 4 2k A e R R % 7 BB R . IEWHABIE(2013) A 5 » R VAL S P ST AT A AR
gAY, BONAE SR H A EE T R12]. X LB S PRI TR SCAR R BEAGRFIE ARG D Re, (675
TR PN NSRBI R, 12w 2 e i —F .

5. &

AL UL AR P 2 O I A, RS R EIE T TR . R IR R R AT
5F AntConc [RGETT AL/ HT SIESE/0HT. BEFCRIL, A IS HITE S35 RAEE P IZ B,
JuHAE LL-ion All-ment J5 S84 R 44 3] . AR IS 5 TR WA, EEIER T IR R
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TREN” MBS, W A A RIZAT RS Bl R ALK BARAT 9 T A 23
B, RIS E BRI SRR, Ik, AR i IE R AiE SR, RS TR A . 7
FRSCA H I SRR AR I8 L A4 A I IR ARG SR, SRR A IR IR 2 — 4793, T2 ik
NI AiAE il i R 417 5 IR DFA 3R RS, B B SO st e XM
AR SR SCE YU T, IR S PR O 14 7750 W A Sh e R G b, AR
AN R S W T B R E ML T DR ST . A AR A SRS, AU s 1R
FIRTE PEABUE N, A ROWAR ] T A SRR . IR IR F RIS 00T, ASONIEREE T ST
R AL OB AR, AR DAEN] TR SRR N AR T AR O R
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