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Abstract

Media discourse shapes public opinion, and coverage of specific cities by prominent mainstream me-
dia molds the international image of those cities. This study focuses on the discourse construction of
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Chinese cities by the domestic mainstream media China Daily, using Hangzhou before the Asian
Games period as a case study. It employs corpus linguistics and critical discourse analysis to explore
how domestic mainstream media portrays the city image of Hangzhou. The research reveals that in
the ten days leading up to the Asian Games, reporting themes primarily revolved around the Hang-
zhou Asian Games, Hangzhou's international development, and the participation of various people
in the city’s development. In these reports, the authors employed referential strategy, predication
strategy, and perspectivization strategy to portray Hangzhou as a vibrant host city of the Asian
Games, an international metropolis with prominent status, a city with rapid economic and techno-
logical development, and a historic city with profound cultural heritage. This study provides valuable
insights for the international shaping of Hangzhou'’s city image and offers useful references for Chi-
nese cities in formulating and implementing internationalization strategy.
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1. 518

[ 58 G 9 A SE I BB R 7y, CRONBUR S A4k 155 552 2R T
MR RUOE . B S ERARERR AOIRAL, XI5 30T T SOZ 8T S8 B — B 70 R AN O X 5,
AATAEN S M T B E X TR, R — X A S 285 A R — K BEIR 1] 5% I T &)
JRIRYLSC « MRAFRGIR “IR TR (City Image)” —1d, AIA IR R B R B RAIEIER . #1X
AbRRSETT T, R SOl NMERE “IRa2” TR [2]. £EH K H PR IE S 1 A, IRl
TR LB Oy G E 5O R 3271 E BRszmi ) i) B 2H& 42 [3].

B AT g r A P o [X S A PR Lo T R 5000 S S A A4 90 5 [ P PR 2 S K AL, B e K 7
ZurtiEmEh, g S IAGE S AR IR . 2015 SERIIH P a2 )a, B PRit 2 X BT 5%
TEREFF BT 2023 45 22 Jm i 245 Jp U Ta], (6 A AN BTN ) 4508 BORIESE K. 2 Tz e
K )G 22 1 EE LA, £E [ A SR o N T T 5 ) B RIS IOy TEAS I TR 1) AEE T 5T
AL 2023 FEHUM L IE 250 09 B P EREEAGE ATERL, 4G T REE S ¥ O0E S HE TR T S,
PR A ST I8 1 TR R SRR S E TN T TR R X — A% R, 93T TR B AR A F S SR it
WS WL B R LA [

@ [ A BERA ST A3 TE - B0 i W R 2

@ XEEARIE Iz HIWR L5 SR A B AT T 5 2

2. HRGRIR

AW A EEZN AR IR R @] o, BN WNERA, EZHREBR Ml EE
FAESR TG Gk sp VR I [4]: R MAE N IS AU BT SR 5, R0 1 AT M LM % [5];
K 75 DR 20 35 B AT 3 T T A A AR B 1) AT 1 0T [6] . e, SCARMUSR, PRPHIL, =S fymt
FERHE 1 T SCHAIL R T BUMII T T R IG5 [ e SRR (7] WE, FEVRRTASCACIR LA A, 1R
RN EERAAEFEHRIK[8]; ARMTROBT FC LSRRI 7 10 D0 SR ST T S AT R g RO fE .
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=, BT HEMAM, ZH . 5KEET LIS Sh AT 5 08 SOV FRAE SRS DU I T B A% P # Sk i R i
FE[9]: F3/KHE . ER 2 AN EE S B AL R RS AR FEBUMIR T TR R A [ B A% 48[ 10]

g5 b, BUAWE T TR SO 5 AL DA BON T Z MOR, EEUTTEFAENL: K,
b DA A E SRR BN FIRIE R SR, R0 TN R B J MG, L=, sz TiRE
B E S SRR TE AT B AR I SUERT 7T, XE DL S BRI S0 (e S 3 SRS R SV E I T TR R [11]
ET I, ARSCHEFUR EANZ — U H -

3. BT ENERNIEES

Ruth Wodak #2H! T 115 - J7 2 i 93 1 (Discourse-Historical Approach, LR fEifk DHA), X ZHiEiE
BN E B S, BRI 4 P 1 iEE[12]. DHA 8 BARERIE T X 2 N =ANERE R 00T 15 B #r
58 S 3 M R S BIAEE SR E 3E 5 T BT [13] . FEIXRh =4 SCA MR, BB i DR e iE R A —
AR TR P EAEER . AR &N E I BRSSO eI LR ANE S TR, X
FRARFIARERNS, AN, RIS ISIESNE . YL I S R b s A sng . 55 =B
T FEIX e Th R HEE S A 1 T BRI [14].

TEARLFE S Fi DAL 7 7 sUAE A RO 9 AR R AR K18 5 AR A [15], B R 7L RV K& SCAR T 2
BN, FEE DR TR GUTHAT R AR, FULEA S EREME[16]. fEiER i fEd, HRE T
H, WO BRI, RIS, MU e U A SR B E F IR [17]. A ST g S
OINTERE IR, A5G IERIE N, IR IR R T8 U 3 T G A AL B U S A

4. WEIEN KRR

PENIE N B 2SS0 T, China Daily 20t SMERE R T FEM, R HIEFEH 2, e [ gt
] (1 B 22 0 A X AME 3 TR R AR A rTERER . WIg 2 ITURHT, s E BRG]
TR, WEFCE LA “Hangzhou” Nyoekiia], LAEIE < FF%EaT 10 ROAK[EIX (8], 7E China Daily 7F £k M 7T
TR 2023 4 9 A 13 H 2 2023 4 9 A 23 H WA KBIMEIFTA IE . e ta RANTEREDE, 53] 147
ARG . T IR IEE R RO 20,731, 2855 H0N 3265, AHF TR A Wordsmiths T.H. 6.0 il
A, FEMFHERT . ARAMCEIASIhEE. BT RUT:

B, BRI 147 R ERE AN ASCOR, iGN UTF-8, fréh “CD M HHRiEERE” , I
5 \ZE Wordsmith o4 i % .

Hk, EFEH BROWN 5B VAR 2 BB, S0 i .

R, I ] PR O R 2R 5 40 A S0 TEORE PR i) B T AT 0, JFER T IS ET 10 R
P, China Daily " T ] 3538 ST A 5 15 A 1

5. IEBEEEMHHER 2

TR TSR T B AL, W T AT DL I s A A 2 R R R R RE SOA A 2
AAZR[18], B IEXT L IRAIAFE] CD AU IRAE 1F R} P S SRk B i A BT 30 S RS SLi], Ik 1 s

Table 1. Top 30 thematic content words in the CD Hangzhou Report Corpus
= 1. CD HUNIREIERHERT 30 M ER L XA

Key word Keyness Key word Keyness
GAMES 3142.53 LI 303.91
HANGZHOU 3127.26 VENUES 297.44
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ASIAN 2833.32 ASIAD 284.51
CHINESE 1155.21 OPENING 269.47
CHINA’S 1011.69 JINPING 265.11
ZHEJIANG 905.51 TORCH 255.46
SPORTS 876.71 BENJING 252.17
PROVINCE 864.62 ZHANG 252.17
Xl 821.40 SEPT 249.17
OLYMPIC 646.28 INTERNATIONAL 247.34
ATHLETES 512.27 ASIA 239.11
CEREMONY 443.52 RELAY 236.35
SAID 353.05 DIGITAL 235.89
TEAM 345.04 GLOBAL 232.15

HOST 334.55 EVENT 216.53

FEFRREATRATT T AR i 3 I R SRR AR [19] o T ORI I % A 5% 3 R (1 S e st — 5 A, T
R SRR FROE P 2 Ry T AT 4 o TELER 1 3K e o ] (1 SR 2R 51T OB SR 2 J5, AKX 4 3= it ]
KEUAZFAPIANZEG], 3Rl BUE. XAk 4 . A2 U Hofth . Bkl 2 Bor.

B IEIZ 3 @A T Game, Hangzhou, Asian jfi# fE Hangzhou Asian Games H1—ji2 th B, &Iz <=1
B FRIT . Asiad A2 W22 465 . sports —id g ILis 2 i K 12338 F, athletes, team U FEAN2AVia
223183 01 M. Torch #1 delay —ial 3L [ HIEL, R WIS KIEEIBIEIR Fifh . X IR FIH 4,
Zhejiang &MU TR, Beijing A& H E 15 &, ol AT R 103 Bk, ¥R E AR E TR AR,
NI LA T DA H AT 3K — 3 T I ) [ B 2 I RR . A 440X — 28R, Xi Al Jinping 48 FI#E
Je K R P&, Li A Zhang XA IRFR 1 4 iR gh 2= Ak sk i N, A4 HILfERIEH, 24
FAF51 H e AT i ek U 16 18 . EHARE T, BhiA said Uz tHEE, BSTE)AE] sept HEERAR AL A,
digital X —TE 28R 2] 7, KIGIRAZEEIRT =2, EF BT 2R R, BAkn 0%
2,

Table 2. Discourse themes in the CD Hangzhou Report Corpus
= 2. CD MUMIRE BRI EIEE TR

EEER K R
B TE Games, Hangzhou, Asian, sports, Olympic, athletes, ceremony, team, host, venues, Asiad,
opening, torch, Asia, relay, event
DX/ T 44 Chinese, China’s, Zhejiang, province, Beijing, international, global
N TEA Xi, Li, Jinping, Zhang
HAfth said, sept, digital

FET R TR rp B R] 1) 0 2, JRATTAS B DY SR8 L HE ik, ATEEAHENEIZ /T 10 H, China Daily
A RO AIIRE, BSOS, R HTITN IX — 38 E A 4 op [ G S At A L 72
R, W RN R AEMA LSS TR, BEKET DHA PROTEEHRN, Xk
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0 A AT {5 LA U SRS A BT IR T R 1
5.1. A REE

DHA Bt ar & IRig I HIES

BOWA AT NE . MG R iR R AT T
ARV, DASCBLAE TR AL A B4R,

F e sON TR R A M 4417 [20]. DHA WA, ASFEIHr 44 )5 20
PRI T Ui s N AL IE T B BRI U A (W 5 . 7E China Daily Hr7E S BB I BT A F8 R 1] 1 24T
the capital city (39). the host city (31).

%)@ Hung is in the capital city of Zhejiang Province to attend the sixth cross-strait youth development forum.

BOH ) “capital city” 5RIH T HUMNAEITL A KO, BERHAEABUF RS, TSR Z 5 &
JERF . RN, @ HAR A S B2 0 “the sixth cross-strait youth development forum” fRiE, % BIHT

M 7N IR T R KRR IR 28 TR T BUMI 22 0 — AR BE 93 2 75 4 S TR A JR A AT

%)@ Chinese President Xi Jinping on Friday met with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in Hangzhou, capital city of
East China’s Zhejiang province.

X R EIR TAUN R EAL S, B op E AR AN T B RV L4 2 o X A 44 77 U8RI 1 HT
PHAE HR RN i P R A S EE A, Oy A N B BUATE R BUE 1A 3 5 R [ [ R % 2Dk
FERANL G IR o PG EAEGTM 20, 285 s 7B E N B bR & BUE R -

#1® Meanwhile, as the host of the 19th Asian Games, it is also necessary to demonstrate the poetic and aesthetic char-
acteristics of Jiangnan.

BIGIH T BN AEA KIS 2 fIsth s, BIEE 19 Jm Wi 2280381 . ZE4iA R, “poetic and aesthetic
characteristics” 1 11X & W3z I T 1 MV FG 7K 2 H e RN SE 2R E . VL RIK 2 5 WNIE 3 2= 1 24 I AH
i, B T HUMBEEIAR S & A S IR ZE IR TR 5, AT RUIIIR AT TREATT M SCA R B AR

4@

Inspired by the main host city’s rich heritage, designers of the mascots for the Games, Zhang Wen and Yang
Yihong, made the trio of cute characters to represent the three UNESCO cultural heritage sites in Hangzhou.

BB ST RN “host city” BIHBAL, BT “rich heritage” , BHRATE T HUMIE £ & SOk

X 44 HE AT T HUMAE A 1 S SO AR AL, B WG R T H SO BRI 2 FEPERNR B . G IR
JeBp oy B RS GUNGE 1 = A SCAisthl, W5 U AR N — A R TR SO R A A B SE R 3 T
Ro (AN, WAz E R BT QIE RBORIE T X LA™ 1 akiE, i — 2 ol 7 HUH B9 ST
Ji

SCAR I AN S 28 TP T AL, R T AN EUA A S SO BT AE R L SE R I IS R T
4.

5.2. ‘RIBHRIE

Zi EPrik, China Daily " B BHRIE, (8 a 42 5w, SR 7 BUMAOAT O AL . B A
A

RERISIRA AT N . Wik, R, FA ORI FREAE MR E S . EE e a
5 B EGH AR PR AT A AR R S B A4 08 . TR AE[20]. SEEAEIRELE PRI Hangzhou
—JAl L I, B R AR e R T R P A T T e O B, DUA R G
B 1L s O I BME R H ), SR AR I 3 B
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Table 3. Predicate terms around Hangzhou (partial)

= 3. UM BELLIEERICAERER D)
Hangzhou is fully ready to welcome athletes...
the main host city Hangzhou is embracing the Asiad as a high-profile showcase
Now as Hangzhou has grabbed the world’s attention,
For centuries, Hangzhou has been known for its breathtaking natural beauty...
As a core city of the Yangtze River Delta, Hangzhou has been one of the most prosperous cities in China
symbolizes the city of Hangzhou, which is known as China’s “silk capital”
With Hangzhou considered China’s “internet capital”

A 3 AT DARIIE, HIEF, 4R EBUNE, (EFEH— RAIFBRAIIL, &€ THUNER IS
2= %% 77, 110 fully ready to, embracing, has grabbed. @i fully ready iX —FIK B IR A, BILT
BUMNAE 9 5 IR T B 78 0 HE S MRS 17 %5 . embracing — 1A% Ik 1 BN RIS SRR A, I B R BT
PN 28 TP s 2N R [ B E YL 4. grabbed — 1A ZE Bt 2 T BN BRI 51 4Bk H 613
5, R T HE R S A4 R . fERIE S, RE RS A T — MRS FE T H AR
SRENI T R . FER 5 h & [FN R BRIEIZ H breathtaking iX — 25 ir #ERA bR 2 T U B AR XL
HENN SRR, SR T HAE R i i Sk % /7. core city Al the most prosperous city #B T HERfHEFE AT
NI TOIRGL, R T HAE RKIL =M Ol 5 2R 5 k05 . known as 1 silk capital 1) H 52 1
WU 22 JHAE SCAR 7 T S SRR AN 5200 /7. iternat capital 3XA4N44 3R] 26 TA 1 1 X0 FLIBE R0 72 b i Ay
A T], R T HAERHL A A EeT 45 77 T A5 HLA

BUMIAH O ik i 3 FH IR T8 SR, 3 R B ARAR G B TE G BN T B, Bl AR 2546 fully,
heartbreaking, prosperou; F%4417 capital, beauty; UL FUAkziA ready, embrace, grab Z5. 7EUZRHE
T, MET —MENAG. KRR RERE L RWE IR .

5.3. YRR

MG 7 M e iR F B (IS B 1E . [RS1E), BE WiihE ma, REHS 5l
o EEIIERIIREERIEAMANE, BORIERE LR 7 BEHR TR ST, P L SRng i it 7y
Pred 5 0 (AR EEGE . [S1E), PiE IR E W, REES 5 EE. ERI1E25R I
MIEAMIN Y, BORFERE LARRE T B IR B (ST, AR 3R i FLSE I R 3 75 s T () e 5B U2
PR JFAE A, ORI 2 TR A TR TR 2 1) (0 PR, AT B LE X 200 ke 53 1 T 2R B A AT
Hez[21]. ETIZ T V2 EAEEEESE, DU R AT S T R S

#]® Marco Polo described it as “the City of Heaven, the finest and the noblest in the world.”
#]® Marco Polo, the famous 13th century Italian traveler and merchant, described Hangzhou as “beyond dispute, the

finest and the noblest in the world”.

©® ©WAMBITERZSI I EA] « 2 (Marco Polo) R UM HIHE, FRETHM 22 Jc%e e 7 bkt e
Sy, RRE G AT R 13 L A M RRIRAT SRR, Al iR B v RIS AN
BUBNE o A A AR AR 13t IX— IR 2 F R A, BUA . U AISCIR AR R 5% . J@id 5]
X — DI SE NS, HOEADURIR T HUMNAE I R, BRSO I SR AN s S I SIS AT,
BE— D ISR T UM T R IR AN R
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#1@ “I hope that people from all over the world can join us to enjoy Chinese culture in Hangzhou. China’s gymnasts
are getting ready to show ourselves on the Asiad stage,” said Zou Jingyuan, an Olympic champion who clinched two gold

medals at the Chengdu Universiade in August.

(D) M\ BRIZ 7 2 F1 VI8 4 2 3% 35 A0 Tl R A0 A 208 1 T 525 Mo iy AATTRE 6% — S AE TN =252 H B S04k
Ay, AR B RE M. 7EAR KR IAH enjoy Chinese culture 1583 7 AT MAE A4k Frc iy A .
FRIE FE BN ARAR e 7E A K IE 2 PRSI, M A AN N, BER T BN s 2 1 s KF
LI G A

#]® “The idea is derived from mountains and rivers in Zhejiang, as well as smart-cloud computing, Hangzhou’s back-

bone industry,” said Cheng Zhaohui, designer of the core graphics and professor at the China Academy of Art.

FEEANE 2 V3B A% O BTR BT AN o (B 2 R 2 Be i 308, B B T MR gt o 78 A (1) ik
O AE A 0 B SRR T WL 19 )1 BA B AU () SEAE = M —— 3 B = 1 H B . X A i@ I derive from AT back-
bone industry FEiI7C, SRIA 1B B H AR L SANBHL AT SE T Bt RIRS B B 28 S AT =
WK ARG G, W T — ARG A BEB R X R BUNE S .

#]®@ “More importantly, all of the technology, props and programs will help us present the rich history and profound
culture of Hangzhou and Zhejiang, as well as the Chinese people’s wish to unite all Asian nations, in an aesthetic and intensive
way,” Sha said (Sha Xiaolan, chief director and chief producer of the ceremony) at a news conference introducing the ceremony

on Thursday.

EGI@r, YA R R S AR N, AR R TR R R AT, B
HaRARUE . % iE i@ an aesthetic and intensive way Al rich history and profound culture %53
®, R T IR ZARER A ARG, B WAL T BN AR TR a2 . X BAE A AT )
Wi s o ERURE, DR TIEERISEN ), MR T DRI MG = BTN E R

PA_E FAN B ARG 7 #82 7E China Daily #7513 18 H iz F R A A SR AL ER AT M 30 7T T R IETAIHIE . 4R 5L
AR B R A BOSE AR U, S5 IR E A E BEAN S| 0y, scthbis TR AL SR Bk
FIEEGTMIF A & A SO SRR A GO s IR T TR &

AR EE G T AT AU TR P T A R A N 2 G 3 R T, T LUR IARE TR 2
FATMEABIR T 8, 05 Bt N I A4S 2 31 v [ B 000 7 K I o Rl F) R e 32, 4l i 42 3
TSI E Y AR BRI GBI R T, R 2 R A 2 S R SRR RN A SR,
SRR T BUN AT BOAL . HUERAL B . SO ISR S B T AL, T — AN BUR AL R, s
B FE . RURHUR RS RSN TTTE R .

6. &5

BUMAENIEIE 2 EIpRTT, KeW S 2 B BRoGTE,  3E R RO T GO0t — A BE N PRl B
U R B, AR ST [ A IR L SCAA China Daily EIVIZTFAHT 10 H HRIEHE 5 1 BN IE
RIER . BRI China Daily Ho% T HUM BRI R IE T8 2 2L, EHESISHT. ik,
Il R B TR SRS =2, B A 44 SRS . IR 1 SR AL AL SR, e B E AN B BB R L A
AL, WBUMZ — DN BUR AR BRI, BUL THESIE R AZi a1, AR 6. SUNTIE -
RS SAC BRI, AER TP ANE RS SRS . AR H ARSI T A L, B2 3] 1 2 IR
PEHT, ARHOYNIRIR B ANZEGE R A% IR FEIE 2 Tl NE T, BUH SR AR IE R SR 0F . IR BE IR
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