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Abstract

In recent years, linguistic research has increasingly focused on scientific approaches, emphasizing
authenticity and applicability, making the combination of the Extended Unit of Meaning (EUM) the-
ory with corpus linguistics a prominent paradigm. This study employs the Corpus of Contemporary
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American English (COCA) to investigate the extended unit of meaning of the lexical verb “facilitate”,
analyzing its collocational features, colligational structures, semantic preferences of collocates, and
semantic prosody in context. The results reveal that “facilitate” forms diverse colligational patterns
with nouns, adjectives, and adverbs, with collocates demonstrating semantic preferences for social
development and personal enhancement, and the context generally exhibiting a positive semantic
prosody. This research not only deepens the understanding of the interplay between the form and
meaning of linguistic units, providing new insights into language use patterns and meaning con-
struction mechanisms, but also offers empirical guidance and theoretical references for vocabulary
teaching and second language vocabulary learning.
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1. 53|

FEIARTE 5 22 i, VCA RIS IAME, T e A TR B3R H = . 1R Firth [1]
1E 1957 SEFTHE 1, ARkl I — AN Pk AR AR e, X )T B T SRR B R SO A% O AE
PR B SRR (EUM) B Sinclair [2]T 1996 fE3 a6 th, THRIETE 5 AU R I 3RS 1 %08 1 B8 3¢
o AT RICE A RO DU ST, REEE R . 18 U R 518 SR B AR AR i
(1) S 3 2H R AIT FEAE L

Bl “facilitate” 752 R LA H WEE R 2 A, @R e RS A 5. RS W,
KT B R = A S IVE SR ZE ) AR AR B 78090 B FEI H 2385 73 COCA 1ERLE
HEgaE “facilitate” —1d], &~ KA RESCHRAL, DU N RTC A 2E SIS AuiR W, JOHXT 28 i85 %2
HIME .

WO GRIE L “facilitate” X —ilJL, FEBCIA A AT SREIRAOH S 15 SR AR PSR S
WA T AR AR R EE AN . AN FTE B i B S I D) RERFE 5 A8 FE 2 S b As UR AR . BiF
FUEE AU 91E 5 5 2 F SR A A, 35 B AT T 7E 1E ORI v B3 b G 258 3] “facilitate” o b 4h,
I AR ] “facilitate” 9T R SR, 5 ) AT DLBERSHE AR 1Z 08 (1 FVE, St & 0 F I HERa
I TE P [F, X OYSAEECA SR TR A, DA B SRS, ST 2R AR R IR 2 B A A R
TENH
2. FRENXBER
2.1. ¥ RENSAIBR

¥ @ = XA (Extended Unit of Meaning, EUM) HHiE 5 5% 2K John Sinclair T~ 1996 4F 75 H 24 A 5 k32
H[2], ZAR R TN T A8 SEial I A AR RS TR SRR PR, A AR T T B SE IEhA B A T HESE
FAAEE GBI 4EE & EUM BRSO IR e B L Bk . AR . TR . Rk
FE TR SU ) 4 FE DA KR SCRIAERE . MIRNE = T B A2 1, M SUZENEHJZ T, 2R AR = UM
EHICTE . EUM BRI O R 2 “BA% 7, BERT DU AR v DU [ e A, =R Ay
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JE I AR m T BERA ST W B R T RSO K B D IR, A SR MEATEE AR SRR
PR T A ROSCRAL I P AEIRD R, “RERC” FE A5 LR I SR AR B, Firth [1]
SRIEFERC RS “ BRI, HARFUR IR AR T IR IEIE SR &R . TEIRJE IR “ SBRAE” PR 23 A
BANEEN, TR SR E R, AR TEAL S, R 77 ROR A TE M A I SRR S R, i
SR SR A% S BRI SCRHMIESGIBG,  Hop KB TE SUR MM ARTEE W MR “18 3GH” N
1% 5 HE I 1) F) 4 3o (1 175 S B2 BT P, L o 75 M s SR S5 B T, 2 = SRR A BT I 2%
WA NEM MK, TAEREEENE. A3k, 15 . IEH TR SO MR, XA ER
WRERAIR 7R 1N B SEMpL], EOR %  F R A T RN . IR RICR I AERIIA
FIMEZY, JEILICE YR MG R, S5 H A RS THE 5 M AR I S a1k .

2.2. I REX BLIMEIR

WA R CRAI B, John Sinclair FIFFAIPETTRR A ZA0. LA naked eye, true feeling, brook,
place ZEiRIE NI, RGERE 7 T SR BIE SR SCERAL AT 642 [2] . Sinclair [3]3E—P i, 1k
PEZR B /3 i da s il e B AL A TR, HOrike o fa b i Fu e it 1 #EYEs. Stubbs [4]
WA, VR B AL AT AR AU L SERE,  A RE R R FLAE TS B P i AR e F I R 51
i) . X — BB INA CHONTERHETE & I O TESE, A2 #H R EEA FIT AT 5] [6]
TR FIHT EUM BT % AR (B N IR S 45 E ML, X SR 700 f5 2223 BEAR AN F EUM BIR 858 T
FEEILA; F QS E JUEERE(COCA) 2= 307133847 naked eye HISSIEME T IT, #F0FR 515
BRI Z 0 R R AR Z I 2 Eg, & TRy Bt . sk, BETiERER
R E TR EUM 3T iEsh ki . I 2 5] 3% 5 9B AN HRE & 2 AIE = sl 1] make FISSERERRHE FAFIE 2
S, FEBCIE PR FEANR, 8 A B i S, VB SGRIIAE A 7 A, X G A T 4R [8] BB AL
LU IR RAG[9HR 5t answer. reply. respond. explain £ [7] SCia] (I35 UL 22 5 ; BRMESE 25 [10] %) keep
(R AT AT 2 4B s VPN PR 250 important 75 7 [ 2% > 3 15 S A 0 58 AR 2 00 RS e 4 AE
SCHG[ LR FH T LGB R J i IE AT T R G5 5% . LIS 50 v [ P9 BB A PRt T SEEJa o, (HEL
AHRZ LN T 4, ARSI, MIAESE LA EUM ST (e BEFIERBE BT A

BTk, ARUPTTHMER) COCA THRE, 1EHSL X Fhin facilitate fE AR T &, REEHHRHALFIZIN
Al PO, RIBRA  E A JOE SCRIRHIE S T R I, N IR BRI B S %
3. BumW &SRS
3.1. WA

1) “facilitate” —ii7E COCA i RHE 2 v, JLAERC S IR MR LLAF 5 2

2) “facilitate” — 1A 7E A A AT S FRIDCHE b I H RS 4 S 1) S AT S 2 B RE 2

3) “facilitate” —Ia 9 R SCAALAHT, o EIGE S A a2
3.2. ERKIR

AWM R R H 9 COCA B RHE, BISEE MRIEEERE. (FAEEAREAERES
AL RSB RL SR, 2B R R E A 2 DU SRS o R 2 SR 0 SCAR B L
BAFEHAT —BIPR A TEHT, HOE 280 S B OR M . SRIET 8 FhoAN A SCAR R B BB R 3 51 R 4R
AFETE L DL AT ARE S RASFEARSOREE, X BP0 A0 1) 2 FEERE A AR B A2 it 1 8 2 13
MK
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33. ARLEW

AR T BB R 5 T IR AR K UGB UM Z 0B B B4, 2T COCA BRI EE IR ER RZHLH,
X} “facilitate” HbrialJCHEAT B0, RN E—4 E+4 (B (span) B35, & BhERHE M ZE B 5 EC i
HR, RNIERANFEZ “facilitate” FIESE S, RAEREE S %55 HERBERRME, £ TR5IHEE
Pe R, BIERNEITEFENLIMEL 200 KR AT NEEAR, N TIGUE G M @R gu it R/ 6% BRIk, Ehxd
“facilitate” FIFEHCIRL A BIE XU R T, S St RB6g: &a, PAIREREACAST B, 2 imiE SR EE,
e A RS
4. ZhiF) “facilitate” B9¥ RE N BALSHT
4.1. IBEH I

F1LMgr g RERY, “facilitate” —IA B2 AR SCE R G E s, 18 57.30%, s HAEIER
FENV B P R B, i SR ZR R S BB S, N 14.11%, Vi 1E W ZE A0 4 T E A Rl R
AT, MLEZ T, NMEF A R RE H G Ly 1.06%F0 1.44%, 2 BATEAEIE kiR K iE 5
FER . Hri R fE R & LA 5.01%, B~ 7 HAEE BE AT — 2N .. XEEER NIEF & T
AE SRS S “facilitate” $=RAL TS, #HBIARATE IE AL VB TG Rd 1% .

Table 1. List of register distribution of facilitate in COCA corpus
# 1. Facilitate #£ COCA iIBRIEERHIBIB S %R

gyl L7108 e d
ke 1115 9.97%
WA 3zl 1578 14.11%
HEAIL/ LY 161 1.44%
FIiE 385 3.44%
/N 119 1.06%
i 858 7.67%
B 560 5.01%
2R 6403 57.30%
ST 11,179 100%

4.2. ¥EECIR ST AT

B TR, WA TR AE SOSCTE S A SR, A BT 2 AR MM A
o ILHARFA T AT DA S AE A AN IE BN SRS RO ER AL, SRR ESRIA T, IER R R R
RIS, AR BRI S AP . B e BIBUE) COCA 1 RHE “facilitate” HHTIRARR, #
SEFSERVEIH -4 +4, JERIE R A RICE, AGNILHT 15 A )R, Rkl v Ak 2.

Table 2. List of top 15 collocation words of facilitate in COCA corpus
% 2. Facilitate #£ COCA BRI EEH AT 15 (U 5EC1R

FFe FEC A e

1 learning 650
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2 development 607
3 process 571
4 communication 397
5 order 381
6 access 348
7 understanding 254
8 student 240
9 discussion 206
10 growth 203
11 designed 190
12 transfer 189
13 trade 185
14 movement 184
15 activities 175

4.3. KEKEGHSH

SRIBCHL ] B 1 AR VW AR A VRIS P AR TR ORTR MBS IR A e W e o A T 205 9 SORBRTE
FRIIRAE R F o X PR HT AL BE S 48 715 5 AR LA R, 38 Bh T2 S) B IR NSRS 5 4505 J5 1)
iBfFZAE. Bl “facilitate” B, XTREALLEDRFEASEATIR AN GIN TR, 1230 I 32 228 L DU Ao iy
RIMERA (PR 3), X —KRINJEEAE B IRIR TR 7 EHE RS

Table 3. List of distribution of colligation of facilitate in COCA corpus
Fz 3. Facilitate 7£ COCA BRI EEF R L BRIEN

eSS Ik A
FACILITATE + NOUN 3511 650
FACILITATE + ADJ+ N 1553 607
FACILITATE + NOUN + PREP 1371 571
ADVERB + FACILITATE 519 397

4.3.1. FACILITATE + NOUN ({4 )

ZEFIMI BN R R, 42 “facilitate” fix 3 ZE IR A, Wl facilitate student learning, facilitate trade.
MFE 3HIL, ZEE R RATH S e, RBLT “facilitate” 15 LB A 5215 SRR . X
B, FEIEZ N5 447 understanding, development. X ZEik 1 il G it R BOIRAS BN 3E,  dnh o B A,
AT K.

4.3.2. FACILITATE + ADJ + NOUN (JEREiT + i)

I A RS R, TR “hinl + TR + 47 45K, G facilitate economic growth, facilitate
effective communication. % 3 7w, %454 I T 2517 4 economic, social FREBN1EXT G @ 1, AHHE X
FILTE Ak,
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4.3.3. FACILITATE + NOUN + PREP (ﬁ%iﬁl + ﬂ'iﬁl)

EI R FENERRIE X, TR “Bhid + 443 + Jri” 1454, 1 facilitate communication between
educators, facilitate access to resources. #¢ 3 H1iZg5F i ik /1A B AN E 7 R BGE L Ban “fe gt s
B R HEE” .

4.3.4. EliREHRLE#I(ADVERB + FACILITATE)

BT RN, TR “ R + 3R 9458, W greatly facilitate work. further facilitate develop-
ment. % 3 &R, ZAMHIL 519 WK, BliE £ 04 greatly. further. more 5%, HI sz IFEEE BT 5,
WA KR R H R . BB E R BT

4.4, BRI

Y R OCRAEARHESL N, 15 S 2 AT A2 ) R Tl Y 70 EL A i 358 v 17 TGS i 5 3 3% 3R A 1 B
1o 15 SU R TR N 20 A S AR T4 A “facilitate” A HAB LA B8 SUB M, B HA T iR 15 A% O F 5806t
% WHEAKIE “facilitate” (IPUZKRIEEE T R, 7E COCA BRI Fik AT B i & LA 8 L3R I03R], FRAT-4n %
1k &K1 PERS S AT LA SURSRC, VEANEE R T 4.

Table 4. The semantic preference table of the first five collocations of facilitate in COCA

%= 4. Facilitate £ COCA BRI EEHRT 5 MIBECIRANE X a3k

4 il N i S

Communication
Access
Facilitate Learning WO R, AR TT Rt
Students
Comparison

REP=AC| +ADJ 5 S A

Better
Effective
Facilitate Greater RERIRTE, FAMRREM
Social
Positive

1 25 +ADV T S

More
Both

Facilitate Further TR G, JEHEY R
How

Even

RNBFTE facilitate A MG A, HiENRGZ EUBWEE . NLTHRBIE, SO0 Rt
SHAERE. BEERBER . R RS S M RS, R R R S A N BE 15T ARG
TEAS R FABCH, better, effective. positive 553 5 A AL RE LA SRR RN, 40 better facilitate development
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FORHEIFHEHE R B FBIAHEECLL more. further. greatly /0%, MIEFLEEH SR 5YEE Y &, 0 further
facilitate economic growth BiiE—PHESNZUFIGK . = RIERCIA 15 SURFIE S FE G —, LA E T2
PARAR 18 ST, IESE facilitate 78 52 bR FH o 5 1E TS A A58 S «

45. BN

B SCRI T B RS AR DR S 1R 5 PP 19 0] B e AR 1A Y3 (R R 2 v SUR 51 R R . X AU
I AN B BRI, TR A I S S AR TR B - 1 SCRIRENS 15 25 B W 15 2 B 2 0
R RE BOBLBIT AL & (075 LA SO E IR, AR el P S SCHRAL (K S BT SCEEER, R SCAS T S ok
BREE, WK AT, facilitate fIFAHC I it L BUARARAR A, 3@ X COCA iR }ZE th BEAL
200 2R 91 HEAT 0 M (R 5 B 20 20 R GIAT/RG), Hy e SCHAE 2 B e vh SR B 1 i s 3G,
BB TG RIS 8CR . X ai RO R4 T s iEse 28, gt
Fe TR 217 (i I 3 5

Table 5. A table of randomly selected 20 concordance lines

7= 5. BBHIHEREY 20 FR3T

RKIAT BXH
Our job is to facilitate the sale, not express our personal political views. i
...in order to facilitate location of this document. i
You will deploy your resources to facilitate your liberation from the jaws of despair. TRk
...we need to “pool resources and hence facil_itat_e some redistribution because | actually believe in UL
redistribution.”
The trainings provide the_ tools ar_1d frz_imework to facilitat.e these kinfjs gf place-based discussions by T
illustrating simple but hard-to-pin-down principles
It needs a person to facilitate a crime with it. VHK
We should adopt policies and measures to better facilitate the development of the real economy. Tk
Exploring several languages at a time may facilitate learning instead... TR
Again, adoption agencies can facilitate the process. R
| facilitate the difficult discussions at the precipice of changing life. ot
Legal advice given here to facilitate your process. UK
India wises to build a new power plant to facilitate economic growth. Tk
...to technologies that facilitate economic grow_th while sharply reducing the pressures on the natural Uk
environment.
To facilitate economic modernization at home, he promoted engagement with the international community. UK
The goal of the course was to facilitate students’ explorations of their interpersonal style. Tk
The idea is to create some fun and to help facilitate discussion and connections between users. Tk
Cooperative goals may facilitate discussion of both negative and positive evaluations. el
Paired fins allow fish to balance and to maneuver well in water, which facilitate both predation and escape. s
...to provide more paraprofessionals or parent volunteers in the classroom to facilitate better supervised small Uk
group work.
They stress that MNC facilitate transfer of techno_logy and skills from industrial societies to emerging U
societies.
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5. Wit 54%ie

AT LL COCA TERHE NIKTE, RSN “facilitate” (3 E= SCEAAL, MIBIMG . SARCHFE. 2%
BRHERE L 18 S BB SR AN SR T 0 dt, 8RSt SR M, FHZ 0%

“facilitate” PAZEARSCAH T FEH((5 HE 57.30%), TEAEIE S SR iES N 32 IR, AREHL IE 0B 4
fRiF. PR, i S5 R A4 1 LI 5 4a%t = 58 90%), R PERED (5 LIk 86.7%, KRBl AR
RS SUAKPRE o BB 5 1 R AP LRI, ok “FACILITATE + NOUN” Bl g5 f i 58, X
55235 S s (a2 R M DA e —— R 1 s T R R AR S A, Bl R IET X B ERCR,
HoAh IR A LA AR . 18 SR AT T, A SRR AL S H g S BER AT S, T2 R PA T T AR AR T
A ARG AR A AL, LRI ARARGE CHESE, 5 IE S S E R, 1B SRR IR =,
HAB ORI S C S ORI L [R1 283 73X — i, Ak R AR oS0t )13 FH R

T 5 S W B AZ o B AR BILLE AV AT 78 (0 S A A, 125 1 Sl Y T A L =)
PR, BT RGENTT A OB SRR W SUER OB SCGH B R, IR RN A B R E S
(A AL o 1% A2 BE e RS HE S RV AE 15 5 s R I BF VR AR, AR 1AM 5 g
T VB F SRS A T AR, TR Ak 2 3T 3 RV AE B 4B B AR R LA . AL RER 2L
PFHE B INE T B SN S, EHESE SRR . R R IERUR LT

MERNER, § R SR AE S S S8R 4 TR e A, il S sl s 85 i)
REOCEMNLE], HES) T E S AR KRR ZERE . (E ST AR, R Y R SR i
PAL T KM B SE S HUE, MEE S BT RN B TR 2 4ERE . B A RHESE RS
BESCEMAUEI AR, AREE S B 55 SO bR AR S SRR R .
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