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Abstract

The water culture of the Chinese nation and ecological civilization share a profound unity in their
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spiritual core. Disseminating China’s ecological wisdom through water culture narratives is an ur-
gent issue in current international communication. As an audiovisual medium, documentaries can
vividly present such stories. This paper analyzes the narrative meanings conveyed through the vis-
ual, auditory, and textual modalities in the documentary Haihe River, revealing how their collabo-
ration constructs the story of ecological civilization with “water” as the implicit theme across his-
torical, spatial, and value dimensions. Historically, it depicts a return to nature from “coexistence-
conquest-reverence”. Spatially, it reinforces the concept of a “watershed community with a shared
future” centered on the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region through the river basin’s spatial narrative. In
terms of values, it bridges folklore and modern practices to facilitate the contemporary transfor-
mation of traditional ecological wisdom. A multimodal interpretation of the documentary Haihe
River can contribute to the production of ecological documentaries centered on “water culture”,
while also offering a fresh perspective for the dissemination of ecological civilization through video
media.
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