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Abstract

The “Reading Journal” is a significant representative work of Mr. Wang Niansun in the Qing Dynasty
in the fields of textual criticism and exegesis. “The Inner Chapters of Huainanzi” is one of the im-
portant books he collated. Through a systematic organization and analysis of the “misshapen char-
acters” existing in the Huainanzi collated by Wang Niansun, it can be found that there are a total of
250 cases of misshapen characters mentioned in the “Reading Journal—The Inner Chapters of
Huainanzi”. The errors can be roughly divided into four categories. Studying the misshapen charac-
ters in the “Reading Journal—The Inner Chapters of Huainanzi” can provide some assistance for us
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in reading literature and collating ancient books.
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Figure 1. “Jinshi Suo”
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Figure 2. “Three Treasures Hall”
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Figure 3. “Sending Long Jiao to the Zen Monastery”
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Figure 4. Wang Duo’s “Farewell to Cheng’an”
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Figure 5. Kong Linaonao’s “On the Dragon’s Demotion”
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Figure 6. Zhanggian Stele
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Figure 7. “Jinshi Suo”
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Figure 8. Yiying Stele
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Figure 9. “The Classic of Filial Piety on Stone Tablets”
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Figure 10. The stele of Fei Zhi
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Figure 11. The Han bamboo slips from the University of Beijing
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