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Abstract

Based on an investigation of the CCL Corpus, this paper examines the co-occurring components of
“danfan” and “fanshi”, including nominal elements (modified nouns, bare nouns) and predicate
elements (settled events, unsettled events, counterfactual events). We argue that these compo-
nents lie on a continuum of varying degrees of determinacy. Higher speaker certainty levels cor-
relate with a preference for “fanshi”, while lower levels favor “danfan”. Mismatches in pairing
components from either end of the continuum with “danfan” or “fanshi” adversely affect sentence
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acceptability.
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Figure 1. Collocational components of “Danfan” and “Fanshi”
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Table 1. A comparison of the basic usage of “Danfan” and “Fanshi”
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