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Abstract

Based on questionnaire survey data from 35 teachers in Nujiang Lisu Autonomous Prefecture, Yun-
nan Province, this paper aims to analyze the language use patterns and language attitudes of the
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teacher community in this region against the dual backdrop of promoting the national common lan-
guage and script and the rural revitalization strategy. The survey covered teachers’ basic information,
language proficiency, language use in different domains, functional and affective evaluations of Man-
darin Chinese and ethnic languages, awareness of language promotion policies, and their application
in teaching practice. The study found that the surveyed teachers generally exhibit a high awareness
of language promotion policies and a subjective willingness to improve their Mandarin proficiency.
They rely heavily on Mandarin in the teaching domain while simultaneously holding strong cultural
identity and awareness of heritage regarding their native ethnic languages. In daily life, they
demonstrate a language practice pattern characterized by multilingual coexistence and functional
complementarity. Most teachers believe that promoting Mandarin and the rural revitalization pol-
icy have positive effects and do not see them as being simply opposed to ethnic language preserva-
tion. However, they also commonly perceive challenges arising from their own Mandarin profi-
ciency levels, student receptiveness, and the linguistic environment. The study suggests that in the
educational and rural revitalization work within Nujiang Prefecture, strategies supporting the de-
velopment of bilingual or multilingual competencies should be adopted, alongside providing more
targeted Mandarin training support. This approach is necessary to balance the relationships be-
tween communication efficiency, enhancement of educational quality, and cultural heritage preser-
vation.
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Table 1. Language choices in different contexts
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Figure 1. Minority language proficiency
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Figure 2. Major difficulties in learning
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Figure 3. Yi language and Lisu language
B 3. SEMERE

0.7
0.6
0.5
0.4
0.3

0.2
0.1 I
O mEm,  WREE BEE,  FAEE,
RREETH HOTFRE HRERA BUHAST  wARED
ML MR RS B
m0—25% 14.29% 0% 0%

m25—50% 25.71%
50—75% 60%

Figure 4. Preservation of Yi and Lisu languages
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Figure 5. Mandarin and Chinese dialects
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Figure 6. Awareness of relevant policies and regulations
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Figure 7. Reasons for difficulties with using Mandarin
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