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Abstract

Typical compounds with the meaning inclined to one word represent a unique phenomenon in the
development of Chinese vocabulary. Composed of two morphemes with similar or opposite meanings,
only one morpheme functions effectively. Among these, typical compounds with the meaning inclined
to one word formed by the combination of antonymous morphemes are particularly typical in the
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Chinese lexicon. Taking the typical compounds with the meaning inclined to one word “shénqian”
(IRiR) as representative of this category, this paper traces its diachronic development, examines its
synchronic coexistence features, and clarifies its overall evolutionary trajectory.
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Table 1. Semantic composition relationship chart for “Shéngian”
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