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Abstract

“Meiguanxi” and “wusuowei” have their own development trajectories. The situation where
“meiguanxi” forms a single sentence or a component sentence has gradually increased, and later it
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gradually solidified into a typical apology response. “Wusuowei” has gone through a subjective ten-
dency and thus gradually evolved into the function of a response. Both can respond to the speaker
in a certain context. The questionnaire survey set up two dialogue scenarios: the dialogue scenario with
elders or family members and the dialogue scenario with friends. Different politeness values and inti-
macy values affect the choice of using both. The general response scenarios of “meiguanxi” and
“wusuowei” are to respond to apologies, express a subjective attitude of “not caring”, and indicate
agreement or rejection of suggestions. The common semantic features of “meiguanxi” and “wusuowei”
are [+not caring about others] and [+denying one’s own damage]. By using the corpus to compare and
analyze the expression contexts of “meiguanxi” and “wusuowei”, the result is obtained: In communi-
cation situations where subjective attitudes are expressed and agreements are given, they can be
interchanged. However, when responding to apologies, “wusuowei” is more often used, while in sce-
narios where refusal is expressed, “meiguanxi” is employed.
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Table 1. The usage contexts of Meiguanxi and Wusuowei
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