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Abstract

Mencius, a core Confucian text, is notable for its frequent and semantically rich use of verbs, which
serve as key vehicles for expressing abstract ethical and philosophical concepts. This study, based
on Yang Bojun’s annotated edition, constructs a manually tagged corpus to analyze verb frequencies
and semantic categories. Six high-frequency polysemous verbs—yu (5), ju (}&), yang (35), qin (3§8),
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fan (Jx), and qv (l{)—are examined for their cognitive-semantic mechanisms of meaning extension.
Drawing on embodied-cognitive linguistics, the analysis reveals that these verbs originate from con-
crete bodily experiences and expand via image schemas and metaphor-metonymy mappings into
abstract domains. This semantic evolution reflects not only universal cognitive patterns but also
the cultural filtering effect of Confucian ideology, particularly in articulating concepts such as be-
nevolent governance ({~#() and innate goodness (14:3). The study highlights how language in Men-
cius integrates embodied cognition with moral discourse, forming dynamic polysemy networks that
mediate between physical experience and ideological meaning.
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Figure 1. An embodied cognition-based model for analyzing verb polysemy
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