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Abstract

This paper takes the newly emerging online word “shuilingling” as the research object. Through a
combination of diachronic and synchronic perspectives, it systematically examines its semantic
evolution, syntactic function expansion, and the mechanism of motivation. The research shows that
as early as the Tang Dynasty, “shuilingling” appeared in the form of a subject-predicate phrase to
describe natural scenes, expressing the agility and vitality of water flow, gradually incorporating
emotional connotations. By the Qing Dynasty, “shuiling” completed the transformation from an
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adjective to a noun, shifting to the evaluation of a person’s appearance. In the Qing Dynasty, “shuil-
ingling” was fixed as an overlapping adjective, modifying the characteristics of a person and becom-
ing an aesthetic evaluation standard. In modern times, its semantic and syntactic functions have
further expanded. Especially in the network era, the semantic of “shuilingling” shows generalized
features such as the transition from concreteness to abstraction and from positive to neutral, and it
also exhibits innovative grammatical functions such as independent predicate expression on online
platforms. Through the combination of various perspectives such as linguistics, sociology, and cogni-
tive science, this paper provides a new observation path for the evolution research of online new
words.
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