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Abstract

This study focuses on the quality of test design for English listening inference questions in the
Gaokao. Through an analysis of inference questions from the National Volumes (2020~2024), it ex-
amines the characteristics and shortcomings of current test items in terms of question design, depth
of cognitive assessment, and authenticity of context. Findings reveal that inference questions ac-
count for only 15.3% * 2% of the total listening section, with a predominant focus on simple logical
deductions. There is a notable lack of assessment targeting higher-order thinking skills, such as
cross-cultural contextual inference and analysis of viewpoints or attitudes. Based on the communi-
cative language ability model, optimization strategies are proposed across three dimensions: en-
hancing material authenticity, expanding task diversity, and refining scoring rubrics. This research
aims to inform reforms in Gaokao listening test design and provide insights for high school English
listening pedagogy.
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