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Abstract

From the perspective of intercultural communication, this study conducts a comparative analysis of
Chinese and German concepts of face. The findings indicate that the Chinese concept of face is rooted
in collectivism and a society emphasizing interpersonal relations, highlighting respect, relationship
maintenance, and conflict avoidance. In contrast, the German concept of face is based on individualism
and rational principles, placing greater emphasis on direct expression, task orientation, and personal
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autonomy. Specifically, significant differences exist between the two cultures in terms of modes of show-

ing respect, reciprocal behavior, conflict management, notions of privacy, and gift-giving practices. Chi-

nese people tend to maintain harmonious relationships through modesty, reciprocity, and social favors,

whereas Germans emphasize factual accuracy and equal communication. Understanding and respect-

ing these differences is crucial for facilitating intercultural communication, promoting cooperation,
and fostering harmonious bilateral relations.
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Table 1. Construction of the concept of “face”
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