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Abstract

Measurement Antonym Compounds are antonymous compounds with the properties of gradable ad-
jectives and exhibit a high degree of grammaticalization. Drawing on Conceptual Blending Theory as
well as metonymic and metaphorical mechanisms, this paper investigates the tendency toward syn-
onymization in the grammaticalization process of Measurement Antonym Compounds. The study finds
that Measurement Antonym Compounds display features of Functional Synonymy, which can be further
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subdivided into three types: “morpheme-proximal” synonymy, “pragmatically equivalent” synonymy,
and “category-merging” synonymy, corresponding to grammaticalization levels from lower to higher.
The Functional Synonymy of Measurement Antonym Compounds is closely related to their semantic
extension capacity and is influenced by factors such as perceptibility, symmetry, and bodily experience,
among which the semantic extensibility of “high-low” is particularly prominent.
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Table 2. Cognitive domains and taxonomic spaces of measurement antonym compounds
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Figure 1. Pathway diagram of synonymization in measurement antonym compounds
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