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Abstract

This study employs experimental phonetic methods to conduct a quantitative prosodic analysis of
five five-character quatrains chanted and recited by Professor Jiaying Ye. The core focus lies in com-
paring the rhythmic patterns and temporal distributions between two oral art forms—*“chanting” (yin-
song) and “recitation”. Using the Praat audio analysis software, the study measures and contrasts syl-
lable durations and rhythmic unit divisions (such as the “2 + 3” and “2 + 2 + 1” patterns) under differ-
ent conditions, including tonal alternations (level and oblique tones), line endings, and poetic themes.
The results reveal that, compared with recitation, chanting demonstrates a slower and more flex-
ible rhythm, tends to follow the principle of “long level tones and short oblique tones”, and features
a “pronounced dragging tone” phenomenon (especially at the end of lines). The research aims to
uncover the musical characteristics of chanting and its intrinsic connection to emotional expression,
while attempting to summarize general patterns that may serve as a scientific foundation for the
preservation and teaching of traditional Chinese poetic chanting. In the context of globalization,
the protection and inheritance of “Chinese Chanting” (Zhonghua Yin-song), an element of intangi-
ble cultural heritage, holds significant cultural value. This study seeks to provide an analytical par-
adigm grounded in objective data rather than subjective perception for recitation, contributing to
the establishment of a more systematic and accessible method for chanting instruction, and ad-
dressing current challenges such as limited dissemination channels and fragmented educational
resources.
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