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Abstract

This paper provides a preliminary examination of the redundant phenomena within the “adverb + AD]J-
V-type two-kanji compound verbs” construction in Japanese, exploring aspects such as current usage
patterns and generative mechanisms. Based on the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Jap-
anese (BCCW]J) and the Tsukuba Web Corpus (TWC), this study examines 281 instances of redundant
expressions formed by “adverb + ADJ-V-type two-kanji compound verbs”, extracted using a Mutual
Information (MI) threshold of 23.0. The analysis reveals that although such expressions constitute
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a very low proportion of all usages of individual verbs (median < 1%), their occurrence is highly sys-
tematic rather than accidental or erroneous. The central argument of this study is that the semantic
transparency of the verb plays a critical role in determining the generative mechanism of these redun-
dant constructions. Specifically, for semantically transparent verbs, redundancy primarily serves a
pragmatically motivated function of focal emphasis, while for opaque or semi-transparent verbs, it ful-
fills a semantically motivated role of meaning complementation. By introducing a gradient perspec-
tive on semantic transparency, this research aims to provide a systematic explanatory framework for
the study of redundant adverbial-verb constructions in Japanese.
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Table 2. Classification of adverbs
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Table 3. Criteria for judging semantic relation between two-kanji compounds and their constituent characters
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Table 4. Co-occurrence tendency between verb transparency and adverb type
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