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Abstract

As an early officially printed document of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, the Taiping Imperial Edicts
preserves a wealth of materials regarding folk characters. Taking the 1852 newly printed edition as
the research object, this paper exhaustively compiles 135 folk characters and classifies them into five
categories based on their morphological features: simplification, substitution, complication, transpo-
sition, and stroke variation. At the morphological level, the study focuses on three major variation
types—component substitution, visual confusion of similar forms, and stroke variation—comparing
their differences at both the component and stroke levels. In terms of formative causes, it conducts
a comprehensive investigation by examining factors such as writing practices, printing conditions,
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folk writing traditions, and the institutional background. The research indicates that the formation
of folk characters in the Taiping Imperial Edicts reflects the combined effect of morphological rules
and historical conditions, among which component substitution and the analogical mechanism play
a significant role.
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Figure 5. Regular script form of “78”
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Figure 6. Regular script form of “7s”
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Table A1. Compilation table of folk characters in Taiping Imperial Edicts
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