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Abstract

This paper investigates the tonal split and vowel evolution patterns of Middle Chinese entering tone
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characters in the Jiangjin and Qijiang dialects of Chongqing. These dialects are primarily distributed
in the southeastern part of Chongqing. Four key findings are presented: First, the tonal differentiation
of entering tones in both regions follows a pattern of “three-way split for voiceless initials and mer-
ger with the departing tone for voiced initials”, contrasting with the Chengdu-Chongqing dialect group’s
pattern of “entering tones merging with the rising tone”. Second, the preservation or loss of the glot-
tal stop ? reveals diachronic layers of the entering tone’s vocalization. The Jiangjin dialect retains the
glottal stop in entering tone syllables, while the Qijiang dialect exhibits glottal stop loss and vowel
diphthongization. Third, diachronic comparisons indicate a downward trend in the tonal value of
the entering tone from 33 to 22, corroborating Jixu Zhou's (2012) assertion regarding the assimila-
tion of the Southern Route dialect by the Chengdu-Chonggqing dialect group. Fourth, dialect contact
driven by migration has led to phonological divergence: the Jiangjin dialect shows apical vowel in-
fluence from Huguang Mandarin, resulting in syllables like ts1?, whereas the Qijiang dialect exhibits
accelerated vocalization and significant vowel diphthongization due to Northern Guizhou Mandarin
influence.
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Table 1. List of tone categories and tone values of Qijiang and Jiangjin dialects
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Table 2. List of current tone readings of ancient entering tone characters in Qijiang dialect and Jiangjin dialect
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