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Abstract

Antonym, as a unique semantic phenomenon, serves as a critical window for exploring the relation-
ship between language, cognition, and culture. This paper investigates the phenomenon of anton-
ymy in the Korean language from the perspective of cultural linguistics. Through systematic exem-
plar analysis, it aims to delve into the cultural logic and cognitive underpinnings behind this phe-
nomenon. The study finds that the formation of Korean auto-antonyms is closely linked to deep-
seated cultural factors such as Korea’s unique traditional philosophy, social structure, and national
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psychology. This research not only provides a cultural-dimensional explanation for understanding
the inherent contradiction and unity within Korean semantics but also offers valuable insights for
cross-linguistic comparative studies and vocabulary acquisition for second language learners.
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