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Abstract

In the acquisition of second Chinese vocabulary, the transparency of word meanings affects learners’
understanding and processing of word meanings. Collective nouns have become a difficulty in in-
ternational Chinese vocabulary teaching due to their collective meaning characteristics, and the ac-
ademic community’s research on their classification, semantic features and the transparency of
word meanings still needs to be deepened. This article takes 212 collective nouns in the “Interna-
tional Chinese Language Education Chinese Proficiency Standards” as the object and adopts the
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combination of quantitative and qualitative methods to investigate their quantity distribution, se-
mantic transparency level and usage by second language learners. The results show that the collec-
tive nouns in the “Grading Standards” increase with the improvement of grades, but the distribution
of each grade is uneven. According to the relationship between morpheme meaning and whole
meaning, they can be classified into four categories: 155 completely transparent, 38 relatively
transparent, 15 relatively obscure, and 4 completely obscure. There are four types of semantic bi-
ases when second language learners use it. Based on this, suggestions are put forward for interna-
tional Chinese vocabulary teaching from three aspects: stratified teaching based on transparency,
emphasizing the cultivation of structural awareness, and highlighting the characteristics of collec-
tive nouns, with the aim of providing references for the teaching practice of collective nouns and
the research on the ontology of the Chinese language.
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